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 So long, farewell After being 
open for almost two decades, Ann 
Arbor favorite 1850s themed night 
club, the Circus Bar,  
will permanently close after the 
ninth of February. 

 For the love  
of Jewelry Princess Designs in 
Kerrytown has officially closed. The 
owner (Jones) is moving out of state 
to take care of her aging parents. 
But, all is not lost! You can still get 
her one-of-a-kind jewelry online 
at her Etsy site, etsy.com/shop/
jaspersjewels 

 Massage please 
Soothe, the fastest-
growing on-demand 
massage and wellness 
company is now in Ann 
Arbor. So if you aren’t 
up for the troublesome 

drive to the spa, Soothe will happily 
deliver a licensed, vetted and certified 
massage therapist to 
you, wherever you might be!  
1-800-960-7668 or soothe.com. 

 Moving up A four-story 
development is planned for the 
northeast corner of Jefferson and 
Ashley streets in Ann Arbor. The 
highrise will consist of 21 two-
bedroom condos and a handful 
of three bedroom penthouse units 
with rooftop patios. 

 Hail to the victors Swimming 
app, MySwimPro, created by 
University of Michigan graduates, 
Adam Oxner and 
Fares Ksebati, has 
been named Apple 
Watch App of the 
Year.  

 Moving closets Vintage 
clothing store, Friend’s Closet, has 
moved to Cross Street in Ypsilanti. 

 New name Sabor Latino is 
changing its name to Agave Tequila 
Bar with the restaurant’s relaunch. 

 Get in the groove Grove 
Studios, a rehearsal and performance 
space for the community, opened 
in January. The facility encourages  
collaboration and supporting new 
creative communities.

 Fresh bread Authentic 
Mexican food spot, Tmaz 
Taqueria, has finished 
renovation and opened 
the bakery portion of 
the restaurant. 
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 A taste of Canada, eh?
Lovers of smothered french fries 
rejoice in the expected opening 
of Smoke’s Poutinerie on  
South University in the former  
Dick Tyler’s Tavern space

 Way to go Muth Law, P.C. 
The Washtenaw County Bar 
Association has voted Benjamin 
Muth their 2017 Outstanding 
New Lawyer. 

 The perfect 
combination 
Siris, a barbeque 
restaurant with a 
craft beer bar and 
cigar lounge will 
soon be opening at 
207 N. Main St. 

 Finger-lickin’ Ann 
Arbor Chef, Frank Fejeran, is 
opening a new fried chicken 
restaurant, Ma Lou’s Fried 
Chicken, as a tribute to his 
fellow chicken-lover and 
grandmother, Louise.

 A new harvest The grand 
opening of Fresh Thyme Farmers 
Market on Washtenaw in Ypsilanti 
is scheduled for February 1. 

 Medicine in the mitten The 
UM Health System is changing its 
name to Michigan Medicine.

 Ali’s got a new face The 
Packard Street Ali Baba’s will soon 
be finished with the face lift to  
the building.

 More beautiful mugs The 
Ugly Mug is rebranding and changing 
its name to Cross Street Coffee.

 #VapeLife  has opened a 
new location on E. Williams 
Street.
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green corner

fyi

Bee Doctors
Honey bees are one of many 
native Michigan species that 
play a pivotal role in the state’s 
ecosystem. Eastern Apicultural 
Society master beekeepers visit 
the Matthaei Botanical Gardens. 
Joined by a U-M grad student 
who will discuss research on 
native bee populations in Detroit. 
The talk, Bee Nutrition and Bee 
Health, is for beekeepers and 
“newbees” curious about the 
pollinators.—JB

Tuesday, February 14. 7pm. Matthaei Botanical 
Gardens, 1800 N. Dixboro Rd. 734-647-7600.  

lsa.umich.edu/mbg. Free

Protect Michigan’s 
wildflowers
Show invasive species who’s boss with 
the Stewardship Workday: World 
Wetlands Day. In honor of World 
Wetlands Day, discover the Barton 
Nature Area’s wetlands that are usually 
inaccessible in the warm months. 

Protect the native wetland plants (wildflowers including 
Michigan lily and turtlehead) and promote biodiversity 
by removing crowding invasive species. Participants will 
use hand tools to remove the invaders and should dress 
for the weather. Participants are asked to meet at the 
south end of the park, in the parking lot off of Lake Shore 
Dr.—JB

Saturday, February 4. 1pm. Barton Nature Area,  
W Huron River Dr. 734-794-6627. a2gov.org Free

Pitch Ypsi and Grow  
your Business

Have an idea for a new business or looking to grow a current 
business?  Join the Eastern Washtenaw County community for 
a business plan pitch competition with a $5000 grand prize.  
Submit your business plan by February 13 to the Pitch Ypsi 
committee, five submissions will be chosen to present their 
pitch on Pitch Night, March 8. Not looking to pitch? Register 
to attend the event and support the community.

To apply visit bit.ly/pitchypsi5000
Application Deadline: February 13

Pitch Night: March 8. 5-7:30pm.  
Spark East, 215 E. Michigan Ave, Ypsilanti.
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Banning Bag Bans 
And Misplaced 
Legislative Priorities
Restricting local, victimless environmental 
measures, troubling anti-environmental omen.
By Sonny Forrest

Though it seems so far away now, 2016 provided affirmation 
that Michigan’s state government is in a regressive political 
vise: Lieutenant Governor Brian Calley signing a bill into law 
banning municipalities from enacting any restrictions on the use of 
disposable shopping bags, including outright municipal bans and/or 
fees for customers wishing to have their goods bagged at checkout.

While notably progressive-leaning state representative Jeff 
Irwin (D-Ann Arbor) spoke out against the bill, that wasn’t 
enough to curb a measure that implicitly encourages plastic bag 
use while undermining localities that defy the conservative anti-
environmental narrative.

Despite County Commission Consensus 
Last June, the Washtenaw County Commissioners voted 

to institute a 10-cent tax on every disposable paper or plastic 
shopping bag used within the county proper beginning in 2017. 
Intended to reduce waste from notoriously difficult-to-recycle 
plastic bags in an effort to coax county residents’ environmental 
sympathies, at least the shopping bag tax constitutes a solution. 
Even if it’s only a small reminder, the tax encourages people 
to examine little ways they can mitigate their personal 
environmental impact.

The county commissioners passed the ordinance while Senate 
Bill 853 was snaking its way through the state legislature. 
That bill, which became state law as Public Act 389 of 2016 on 
December 29, effectively neuters Washtenaw County (and any 
local government) from banning or taxing the disposable shopping 
bags used with exorbitant frequency at retail stores.

It’s no secret that Washtenaw County is one of the few 
progressive bastions in Michigan’s largely red-washed political 
purview. While the County Commissioners may have known 
about Senate Bill 853’s real potential for upending their own 
bag tax ordinance, voting to pass the ordinance in the face of the 
competing bill is at least a symbolic protest pivotal for drawing 
awareness to the issue.

China, by comparison 
Contrast the state government’s environmentally regressive 

move, one symptomatic of our legislative priorities, with those of 
a competing superpower. By 2020, China is investing over $300 
billion into renewable energy infrastructure to curb pollution 
in its rapidly growing cities, an implicit acknowledgment that 
sustainability is the route forward. The plan is projected to create 
13 million new jobs. China is planning for the future.

Our country’s misplaced political priorities – illustrated at the 
state level by the tautological reasoning behind the ban banning 
bag bans and fees – compounded with the lack of long term focus 
is a plan for ceding status as a world superpower. And though 
a majority of Americans are uneasy with the incoming national 
leadership, let’s remember that our collectively souring society 
takes its cues from statehouses, organs whose failure spells illness 
for the entire body politic.  

editorial
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2017
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Greenhouse/Garden Store:
Home Boutique:
Antique Store:
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Submit Your ballot
Name:______________________________________________
address: ___________________________________________
City/state/Zip: ____________________/_______/_________
phoNe Number: ____________________________________

email: ______________________________________________
Please send ballots to:  

Current
3003 Washtenaw Ave., Suite 3 

Ann Arbor, Michigan 48104

ruleS: Submit only ONE ballot per person. • You must vote on a 
minimum of 20 items. • Ballots that do not meet these requirements will 

be DISQUALIFIED. • No ballot stuffing! • No photocopies! • Vote only for busi-
nesses, organization, groups, or people operating in Washtenaw County. • 

Ballots must be postmarked or received via email by April 20. 

Vote online
ecurrent.com
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Vote online
ecurrent.com
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Within every community are secrets. Often these whispers are of 
little known history from the generations that built it, passed down 
to the people forming its future. It isn’t often that these tales become 
beloved anecdotes of progress.

Street by street, house by house, many of the historic structures, 
and members of our community played a key role in the delivery of 
former slaves to freedom. 

Trace the remnants of the barely visible trails, forged more than a 
lifetime ago by a network of the brave, sympathetic individuals that 
supporting fugitives on their way to freedom.

You just have to know where to look.

Revealing secrets: 
Underground 
Railroad under  
our feet
A Lesson in Black History
By Heidi Philipsen

South Adams Street, Ypsilanti
In his Blog “South Adams Street @1900 – a Historic African 

American Neighborhood,” local historian Matthew Siegfried 
describes the historical relevance behind today’s South Adams 
Street and environs.  

“Many of those escaping bondage for Canada, some forty miles 
to the east of Ypsilanti, came through the City by following, often 
at night, an important Michigan Central Rail line running across 
the State. Some stayed; others returned to Ypsilanti in the years 
after the war.”

Siegfried also provides a map on his blog site, as well as a 
summer walking tour, with information about the buildings, the 
historical reference behind them, and the streets on which they still 
stand, to follow and learn.

Huron Block on Broadway, Ann Arbor
In 1841, the Signal of Liberty anti-slavery newspaper was 

founded, printed and published weekly on the second floor of 
what was once Josiah Beckley’s mercantile shop on Broadway 
Avenue in Downtown Ann Arbor.

With the aim of helping to fight slavery and inform the public 
about the atrocities of slavery, abolitionists Theodore Foster 
and Rev. Guy Beckley, launched the publication. Their bravery, 
according to Carol E. Mull of Ann Arbor Public Library, 
“Achieved its goal of bringing the issue of slavery into the hearts 
and minds of the people, and led (them) to resist slavery, change 
their churches and political parties, and fight for freedom.”

First Presbyterian  
Church of Ann Arbor 
Located at 1432 Washtenaw Avenue between 
Hill Street and South University Avenue, the 
First Presbyterian Church of Ann Arbor is the 
site where delegates from Southeast Michigan 
gathered for an Anti-Slavery State Convention 
on November 10, 1836. Two days later, the 
delegates established the Michigan Anti 
Slavery Society, adopted reform measures 
and risked extreme retribution by officially 
denouncing slavery by publishing  
an antislavery newspaper.

Looking for more?  These locations are just a few of places to visit when exploring the historical and cultural significance of 
the Underground Railroad in Washtenaw County.  The newly renovated African American Cultural & Historical Museum (AACHM) 
provides both bus and walking tours, as well as exhibits, ongoing programs, information and links from its site to other museums and 
historically relevant organizations.   For more information, go to: http://www.aachmuseum.org  

First Congregational 
Church, Ann Arbor 
This pillar of the Underground 
Railroad community was 
founded in 1847 by former 
members of First Presbyterian, 
who broke away in part because 
they wanted to take a stronger 
stance against slavery. 
Located in the heart of 
Downtown Ann Arbor and 
the University of Michigan’s 
campus at the corner of East 
William and State Street, the 
church traces its historical 
beginnings to “a group of 
48 Christians whose strong 
opposition to slavery set them 
apart in their church missions,” 
according to the website

Photo courtesy of the First 
Congregational Church of 

Ann Arbor

First Presbyterian Church of Ann Arbor, 1865 /  
Image courtesy of the Bentley Historical Library

1868 Birdseye map of Ypsilanti, Courtesy of the 
Ypsilanti Historical Society

 

In his Blog “South Adams Street @1900 – a Historic African American Neighborhood,” local 
historian Matthew Siegfried describes the historical relevance behind today’s South Adams 
Street and environs.  

“Many of those escaping bondage for Canada, some forty miles to the east of Ypsilanti, came 
through the City by following, often at night, an important Michigan Central Rail line running 
across the State. Some stayed; others returned to Ypsilanti in the years after the war.” 

Siegfried also provides a map on his blog site, as well as a summer walking tour, with 
information about the buildings, the historical reference behind them, and the streets on which 
they still stand, to follow and learn. 

Huron Block on Broadway, Ann Arbor – The Signal of Liberty  Newspaper  

 

Josiah Beckley’s mercantile store, where the Signal of Liberty was published,in the Huron Block on Broadway. 
Photo courtesy of Bentley Historical Library. 

In 1841, the Signal of Liberty  anti-slavery newspaper was founded, printed and published weekly 
on the second floor of what was once Josiah Beckley’s mercantile shop on Broadway Avenue in 
Downtown Ann Arbor. 

With the aim of helping to fight slavery and inform the public about the atrocities of slavery, 
abolitionists Theodore Foster and Rev. Guy Beckley, launched the publication. Their bravery, 
according to Carol E. Mull of Ann Arbor Public Library, “Achieved its goal of bringing the issue 
of slavery into the hearts and minds of the people, and led (them) to resist slavery, change their 
churches and political parties, and fight for freedom.” 

First Presbyterian Church of Ann Arbor  

 

 

First Presbyterian Church of Ann Arbor, 1865 / Image courtesy of the Bentley Historical Library  

Located at 1432 Washtenaw Avenue between Hill Street and South University Avenue, the First 
Presbyterian Church of Ann Arbor is the site where delegates from Southeast Michigan gathered 
for an Anti-Slavery State Convention on November 10, 1836. Two days later, the delegates 
established the Michigan Anti Slavery Society, adopted reform measures and risked extreme 
retribution by officially denouncing slavery by publishing an antislavery newspaper. 

 

First Congregational Church, Ann Arbor  

This pillar of the Underground Railroad community was founded in 1847 by former members of 
First Presbyterian, who broke away in part because they wanted to take a stronger stance against 
slavery.  

Located in the heart of Downtown Ann Arbor and the University of Michigan’s campus at the 
corner of East Williams and State Street, the church traces its historical beginnings to “a group of 
48 Christians whose strong opposition to slavery set them apart in their church missions,” 
according to its website. 

feature

Josiah Beckley’s 
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where the Signal 

of Liberty was 
published,in the 
Huron Block on 

Broadway. Photo 
courtesy of Bentley 
Historical Library.
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feature

In an age of social activism where more and more individuals are 
empowered to find and speak their voice, a once forgotten community 
has begun to rise again.

Ypsilanti, looked down on as a hub of crime and low-income in 
years past, is experiencing a wealth of change under the influence of 
countless individuals in multiple movements and fields.

Here are a few of the people making strides within the community: 

Leading education
Benjamin Edmondson, 47

“Ypsilanti is the most authentic place to be,” 
said Ben Edmondson, Superintendent of The 
Ypsilanti Community School District. “I can be me 
in this city. I am able to speak about race and race 
division and class issues with authenticity and I 
love it. In a world that is very pretentious, Ypsi is 
real. It celebrates your uniqueness.”

Edmondson stepped into the position with YCS 
19 months ago and immediately began revamping. 
“Overall, I am re-working the brand of YCS,” he 
said. “Like Ypsi schools has been a lesser product. 
My mind doesn’t operate that way. Our school 
system isn’t going to be a lesser product.”

With numerous programs already implemented 
and many more on the way, Ypsilanti schools are a 
component of the community experiencing a  
“re-branding” with Edmondson at the reins.

Photo Credit NiCk AzzAro

making history

exclusively online

Remembering Black 
History in Ann Arbor
Preserving memories while 
inspiring new ones

ecurrent.com

By Cole Bednarski, Editor
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Behind the badge
Derrick Jackson, 41

Ypsilanti has a special place in the heart of this 
social worker turned police officer. “I get to sit 
between law enforcement and the community. I 
see residents and law enforcement saying a lot of 
the same things… it’s the notion of bringing them 
together (that drives me); that progress, that change.”

The Director of Community Engagement of 
the Washtenaw County Sheriff’s Office has called 
Ypsilanti home since 1993 when he moved from 
Inkster to attend Eastern Michigan University. He 
immediately fell in love. “I think the mentality of 
the people who live here is what makes Ypsilanti 
unique,” he explained. “The people are hard workers 
and passionate. Ypsi is that kind of place. People are 
really engaged.”

Jackson and the department are hard at work 
building and strengthening programs to better all 
facets of the community including LEAD (Law 
Enforcement Assisted Diversion), the Street 
Outreach Program, and improving the county’s re-
entry model.

With progress and forward-minded members, like 
Jackson, in Washtenaw County law enforcement, 
good things are assumed, moving forward.

On the canvas
Ashanti Africana, 22

“I am an artist and designer,” Africana described. “I 
moved to Ypsi for the environment. When I was going on 
a hunt for college, the people here were so nice and there 
is so much potential. You feel at home automatically.”

Now finding a place within the progressive art 
movement in Ypsilanti, Africana works alongside 
orchestrators of “Keep Ypsi Black” in an effort to “create 
a safer area for minorities and students to create… (to) 
basically fight for the rights of minorities and keeping safe 
spaces for creative (people).... To keep a showcase of live 
music, art, dance.”

A Senior at EMU in fine arts with a concentration 
in time based media, Africana said that she is “amidst 
working on my own solo show (paint and digital) and 
a couple collaborative shows exhibiting with a fellow 
artist… When Ypsi has a show or an event you have a big 
melting pot. People feel comfortable in their own space. 
You find your place in Ypsi.”
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photo courtesy oF ashanti aFricana
cont’d on p12
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On the stage
Andre Upton, 21 

You know him by his stage name, “Flwr.Child.” Making 
appearances across the Ypsi music scene at popular venues 
Crossroads, Bona Sera, and Project 23, the Toledo native 
moved to Ypsilanti to pursue a life-long dream of becoming a 
performer. 

“The potential of Ypsi, it’s willingness to grow, that’s what 
drives me to move forward,” Upton said of his passion. Which 
is ironic because it appears that Ypsilanti has benefited equally 
from the rap/funk artist.

The 21-year-old has found a key place not only in the 
performing arts community but with the growing nonprofit 
organization, 826Michigan, as an Assistant Program Director. 

“The Ypsilanti community, I don’t have a detailed 
description,” Upton said, “It’s open to interpretation. With the 
vast things going on, some things people see, some things they 
don’t see, but they’re all happening.

Growing sustainably
Tanya Andrews, 39

Andrews is more than the Marketing and Events 
Manager for Growing Hope, an Ypsilanti-based nonprofit 
focused on providing members of the community with 
access to healthier food and the tools needed to grow 
their own. Andrews is the voice reaching out and making 
it possible.

The Ypsilanti resident remarked that often people 
have no idea how much Growing Hope is doing within 
Washtenaw County - including running both Ypsilanti 
farmers markets.

“I’ve seen firsthand the devastating effects of poor 
diet, and I believe with all my heart that access to real, 
healthy food is a basic human right,” Andrews said 
of her passion. “When people have health, they have 
strength and the mental clarity to take action and make a 
difference… I want people to THRIVE, and that is what 
drives me. When you see a kid’s eyes light up when they 
taste a cherry tomato for the first time, and you know 
they’re starting on a healthier path, it makes your day. 
Everyone deserves a chance to live their life to the 
fullest.”

But what is it about Ypsilanti that is unique to Andrews’ 
passion? In her words, “Ypsi has so much heart, and this really 
unique spirit. A town that proudly embraces a hilariously-
shaped water tower as its symbol has to have a sense of humor! 
From the moment I arrived here, I fell in love with the special 
sense of place, the creativity everywhere, and the kind of 
scrappy can-do attitude.”
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Behind the scenes
D’Real Graham, 29

A lifelong resident of the city, D’Real Graham will always 
know Ypsilanti to be home. Because, for Graham, the 
vibrancy of the community is one like no other. “The people, 
the geographic features, access to highways,” the activist 
described Ypsilanti’s many positives, “The individuals who 
wake up every day and become motivated by the people 
here... Running into people at cafes and you bump into two 
or three of your friends - the ability to exist together for the 
betterment of community.”

Graham, the Program Manager of 826Michigan, sees his 
position with the nonprofit, and within the community, as one 
based on collaboration. He stated that he hopes to “extend 
learning opportunities by opening our doors. To collaborate. 
To direct students to tutors that can help them. (To) secure 
relationships and to allow the community to benefit from 
those opportunities.”

Also an active leader of the “Keep Ypsi Black” movement 
aimed, among many other focuses, on the effort “to offer love 
and protection to the downtrodden; to be in the streets; to 
post art, sounds, and writing.”

For twelve years Chef Thad has prepared 
every plate served at Logan.

Experience the true meaning of chef-driven 
in our small, intimate dining room.

115 W Washington St. • Ann Arbor, MI
734.327.2312 • logan-restaurant.com

115 W Washington St.
Ann Arbor, MI

logan-restaurant.com
(734) 327-2312

For eleven years Chef Thad has prepared 
every plate served at Logan. 

Experience the true meaning of Chef Driven 
in our small, intimate dining room.

Photo Credit NiCk AzzAro
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Chef Raúl Cob has cooked authentic Valencian cuisine around 
the world for many years. Several months ago, his journey brought 
him to Ann Arbor.

Cob was hired last December as the head chef at Aventura. 
While this city is a distinct change from many of the places he’s 
cooked in the past, he’s excited to continue pursuing his passion 
and bring an authentic additional flavor to Ann Arbor’s restau-
rant scene.

 
Always a chef 

“I was always a chef,” Cob said, “always a cook, always 
cooking in my house, my friend’s house, everywhere.”

Cob was born in 1971 in Valencia, a cosmopolitan hub on the 
east coast of Spain that’s famous for its cuisine, especially  paella. 
But it took some time for Cob to become a professional chef.  In 
college, he studied economics, and after graduation he worked 
in an office. It wasn’t until 2004 that he decided to buy his own 
restaurant in Valencia.

“It changed my life,” Cob said.  That restaurant, El Cabanyal, 
became successful and locally famous for its paella and seafood, 
but after several years, Cob decided he needed to make a change. 
Since leaving Valencia, he has spent time as a chef at a luxury 
resort in Qatar and, just before his move to Ann Arbor, at the 
Socarrat Paella Bar in New York City.

 
Internationally recognized 

Cob’s work abroad has earned him international recognition. 
Most recently, the website WikiPaella recognized him for the 
international divulgation of the authentic paella in addition to  
his work sharing Valencian cuisine around the world.

Chef Cob’s stint in the U.S. has required him to make 
adaptations, tweaking his Spanish approach to fit American 
tastes, noting that America has many more vegetarian diners than 
Spain, and there’s an expectation here that the food should arrive 
more quickly. 

Additionally, the presentation of dishes is a higher priority 
in the States.  “When I cook paella in my place ( in Spain), I 
don’t care about the garnish. I don’t care about the decoration. I 
want the best flavor possible,” he said. “In Valencia, even in the 
restaurants, we present the paella with not much garnish on the 
top, but I have to adapt.”

Chef Cob is gearing up to launch a new menu at Aventura. 
He’ll cook the paella in the authentic, Valencian way, and he 
plans to add a charcutería at the bar, slow cooking pintxos and 
tapas for diners.

When people walk into his new vision of Aventura, Cob said, 
“I want them to understand that this chef is from Spain, that 
he’s famous in Spain and have them say ‘I want to try authentic 
Spanish cuisine at Aventura’.” 

New Aventura  
Chef Raúl Cob 
Enhances 
Ann Arbor’s Spanish Flavors  
with the World’s Top Paella
By Adam Theisen

food
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food
Ongoing
Wine Night Wednesdays
4pm. Evans Street Station.  
evansstreetstation.com. Free
Try out some new wines, some 
are half priced. Unfinished bottles 
can be corked and  
taken home. 

Wednesdays and Saturdays
Ann Arbor Farmer’s Market
7am. Ann Arbor Farmer’s Market-Kerry-
town. a2gov.org Free
It may be cold, but this farmer’s 
market is open year-round. 

Tuesdays and Saturdays
Saline Farmer’s Market
Sat: 8am. Tue: 3pm. Saline District 
Library. cityofsaline.org/farmersmarket 
Free
Saline’s market is also  
open year-round. 

1 Wednesday
Pairing with Czechbox 
Bakery
6pm. $9. Canton Brew Works. 
Beers and Eastern European 
bakery treats? Sample walnut 
rolls and bacon and onion pirags 
and many others. Tickets include 
three five oz. beer samples and 
three different pastry options. 
The event runs until 10pm. 

Honey 101 Class
6pm. $10. Zingerman’s Deli.  
zingermans.com.
Zingerman’s wants to open the 
door to single varietal honey 
to everyone and explain what 
makes each varietal different. 
They give the honey unique 
flavor: very sweet, chewy  
and even spicy. 

Around the Globe 
Wine Tasting
7pm. $45. Palate, Milford.  
palateofmilford.com
For many, the best part of travel 
is exquisite and unique foods 
from around the world. Travel 
just to Milford for a trip to France, 
Italy, Germany, California and 
Spain. There will be wines and 
food pairings for each country. 

2 Thursday
Bell’s Bonanza  
Tap Takeover
7pm. Bierkeller, Taylor.  
bierkellertavern.com
This tap takeover is a crash 
course in Bell’s Brewing with 
many fan favorites. Sample 
Double Brown Firkin, Oatsmobile 
Ale, Smitten, Hopslam, Traverse 
City Whiskey Vanille 355 East 
Stout, and Nitro Third Coast Beer. 

3 Friday
Friday Night Dinner  
Homemade Goulash
5pm. $8. Ypsilanti Auxiliary 2250.  

Authentic Spanish  
breakfast
Get a sneak peak into the contemporary Spanish restaurant, 
Aventura, at Barre, Brunch & Bubbles. The morning 
begins with a 50-minute strengthening barre class led by The 
Barre Code’s very own Adrianne Madias. After the workout, 
enjoy spanish tortillas (egg and potato omelette), paella, and 
full brunch plates including soft-poached eggs, peppadew 
peppers, manchego and more. Finish off with the build your 
own mimosa bar.—JB

Saturday, February 4. 9am. $36. Aventura Ann Arbor, 
216 E Washington St., Ann Arbor. 734-369-3153.  

aventuraannarbor.com

CONT’D ON P17

facebook.com/auxiliaryeagles2550
Millie is bringing her homemade 
goulash with all of the fixings and 
she won’t let you leave hungry. 
There will be corn, coleslaw, rolls 
and dessert to accompany the 
main event. 

4 Saturday
Rat Fest 2017
1pm. $30. Arbor Brewing Microbrewery. 
arborbrewing.com
For those who like to get a little 
hands-on and crafty with their 
beers, Arbor Brewing Company’s 
Microbrewery is hosting the 
annual Rat Fest 2017. Seven 
Southeast Michigan homebrew 
clubs bring their wares to test 
drive. Tickets for this unique beer 
fest include over 20 recipes to 
make the brews, with hot dogs 
and appetizers for snacking. Rat 
Fest is a great entry to   
homebrewing while celebrating 
with the pros. 

Cocktail Class:  
Serious Tiki Drinks
7:30pm. $45. The Last Word.  
tammystastings.com
Tiki drinks don’t have to be 
highlighter neon monstrosities. 
Learn the key to these rum drinks 
and how to blend them to create 
complex and layered cocktails. 
This hands-on instruction class in-
cludes light snacks and two cock-
tails per person over the course 
of the hour and half session. 

7 Tuesday
Uncorked: Spanish Wines
6pm. $24. Sava’s Restaurant. 
Take a vacation to Spain in an 
evening. There will be a full 
sensory experience with eight 
Spanish wines, cheeses and char-
cuterie. Enjoy a casual and inviting 
atmosphere and learn about the 
history and flavors of the wines. 

Food Literacy for All 
6:30pm. Angell Hall. lsa.umich.edu Free
Go back to school with this 
open class at the University of 
Michigan. This evening lecture 
series will feature different guest 
speakers to discuss challenges 
and opportunities in global food 
systems. The class encourages 
meaningful conversations about 
building more equitable, healthy 
and ecologically sustainable food 
systems. 

Wine Dinner
7pm. $45. Downtown Main Martini  
Bar & Grille, Brighton. 
A curated evening of thought-
fully paired wines and dishes. 
Chef Christian is delivering a five 
course meal matched by wines. 
Reservations are required. 



16    february 2017 / ecurrent.com

Enjoying some Shepherd’s Pie at Conor O’Neil’s for 
#AnnArborRestaurantWeek

Shredded Short-Rib #thepretzelbell #pretzel #shortrib 
#dinner #restaurantweek #annarbor #annarborrestau-
rantweek #goodeats #foodaesthetics #photography 
#nyceats #restaurantweek #ribs #grits @da.zed  
The Pretzel Bell

Citrus Cured Salmon Carpaccio #citrus #salmon 
#carpaccio #beets #orange #horseradish #annarbor 
#realseafoodcompany #annarborrestaurantweek- 
@christycj13 Real Seafood company

Chocolate Decadence. #chocolate #dessert #res-
taurantweek #annarborrestaurantweek #goodeats 
#foodie #foodaesthetics #photography #chocolate-
lover #raspberry #nyceats #foodporn #sweets 
@da.zed Chop House Ann Arbor 

Salmon-Burger  #annarborrestaurantweek- 
@pauljeffrey82 Zola-Bistro

You (hash)tagged 
‘em, we liked ‘em.

Current partnered with Ann Arbor Restaurant Week to 
promote the bi-annual event.  With over 50 participating 

restaurants, Instagram was flooded with sumptuous snaps,  
to make any foodie’s mouth water. 

A few of our favorites, from #annarborrestaurantweek  
January 15 - January 21.
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10 Friday
Lucky’s Market Tasting
5pm. Lucky’s Market, Ann Arbor.  
wolverinebeer.com. Free
Wolverine Brewing is taking to 
the local Lucky’s for a tasting of 
their bottled brews. The  
brewmasters will be onsite to 
answer questions about the  
offerings. Bonus points for  
asking about their beards. 

11 saturday
Cookbook: Silver Palate
12pm. $59. Fustini’s. fustinis.com
This cooking class explores 
Michigan award winning author 
Julee Rosso. This class is a full 
2.5 hour interactive and hands-on 
experience. 

Date Night: Surf & Turf
6pm. $49. Fustini’s. fustinis.com
The Saturday before Valentine’s 
day, Fustini’s settles the divide 
between cooking in and going 
out and learning something 
about cooking. This two hour 
demonstration asserts that 
opposites attract with a menu 
of smoked whitefish benedict; 
lobster with orange wasabi and 
beef tenderloin with beer sauce; 
lump crab and ground sirloin 
burger; deconstructed oysters 
rockefeller; lemon cake with 
warm berry compote.

Date Night: Surf & Turf
6pm. $49. Fustini’s. fustinis.com
The Saturday before Valentine’s 
day, Fustini’s are settling the 
divide between cooking in and 
going out-going out and learn 
something about cooking. This 
two hour demonstration asserts 
that opposites attract with a 
menu of smoked whitefish  
benedict; lobster with orange 
wasabi and beef tenderloin 
with beer Sauce; lump crab and 
ground sirloin burger; decon-
structed oysters Rockefeller; 
lemon cake with warm berry 
compote.

12 Sunday
Chili Cook Off
4pm. $10-$20. Wolverine State Brewing 
Co. wolverinebeer.com.
Wolverine Brewing, local chili con-
noisseurs, and A2 Civic Theatre 
are teaming up for a friendly chili 
competition and beer sampling. 
The $20 ticket is good for ten chili 
samples and three beer samples 
with all of the fixings. The $10 
ticket is for those just there for 
the chili. Local judges will crown 
the winner of the cook off. The 
event benefits A2 Civic Theatre. 

13 Monday
JWDS Galentine’s Day 
Happy Hour 
5pm. Sava’s Restaurant.  
savasrestaurant.com
Jewish Women Doing Stuff 
(JWDS) are getting together for 
Galentine’s Day at Sava’s Happy 
Hour. There are pre-made drink 
specials, small plates and  
desserts. 

14 Tuesday
Karma Valentine’s Day 
Murder Mystery Dinner
6pm. $75/couple. Karma Coffee Shop 
and Kitchen, Wayne. 
karmacoffeeandkitchen.com
Figure out who dunnit through 
a four course dinner. Enjoy a 
romantic evening with a little 
more pizazz than a regular dinner. 
Reservations are required. 

16 Thursday
Home Sweet Home
6:30pm. $75. Zingerman’s Greyline. 
zingermans.com.
Check out Zingerman’s new 
Greyline venue and support 
Ozone house, an organization 
that provides emergency shelter, 
housing and support for young 
people. Particularly, Ozone House 
provides shelter for LGBTQ+ 
youth in unsafe circumstances. 
Greyline will provide an evening 
of wine, chocolate and cheese. 

17 Friday
Kombucha Tea 
Brewing Class
5pm. $10. Unity Vibration Triple Goddess 
Tasting Room.
This class is led by Unity Vibra-
tion co-owner Rachel Kanaan, 
who will instruct on the back-
ground and technique of  
kombucha tea brewing, so par-
ticipants can learn there to start  
brewing at home. 

CONT’D ON P18

18 Saturday
90’s Bar Crawl
2pm. $10. Ann Arbor Area Bars. 
 90sbarcrawl.com.
Travel back to the time of 
secondary colors, slap bracelets, 
grunge music, and denim every-
thing.Bars will have special 90’s 
themed drinks, music and host a 
bevy of costumed clad revelers. 
At press time, the following 
bars are slated to participate: 
The Beer Grotto, Alley Bar and 
LIVE Night Club. More bars are 
expected to follow. 

A Mad Hatter’s Tea Party
2pm. $35. Ladies’ Literary Club Building. 
ladiesliteraryclub.org.
Fall into the world of Alice in 
Wonderland with a most un-
usual afternoon tea experience. 
Orange Moon Tea Society is 
bringing hand-blended teas with 
some afternoon tea treats. Cos-
tuming is heavily encouraged. 
Proceeds benefit the Blushing 
Violet Project. 

Dark Beer & Dark Chocolate
7pm. $35. Greyline. zingermans.com
For the lovers of all things dark and 
bitter. Dark craft beers and dark 
chocolates are on full display with 
this tasting evening. Zingerman’s 
will go through a spectrum of beers 
with special guest beer aficionado, 
Beth Vandergrift.

20 Monday
Cocktail Class:  
Black Bartenders Matter
7:30pm. $45. The Last Word.  
tammystastings.com
Tammy’s Tastings celebrates Black 
History Month by honoring the 
people of color who have made con-
tributions to the world of spirits and 
cocktails. This class will explore the 
history from the early days of the 
slave trade. Detroit bartender Amas 
Muhammad will be a guest speaker, 
relating his personal experiences 
and research. The class includes his-
tory, stories, technique instruction 
and sampling. 

21 Tuesday
StreetSide Sushi
4pm. Witch’s Hat Brewing Company, South 
Lyon. 
If sushi and a pint sounds like your 
kind of party, be party-less no more. 
StreetSide Sushi is a food truck 
sensation. 

22 Wednesday
Cookbook:  
Traci Des Jardins
6pm. $59. Fustini’s. fustinis.com
This hands-on interactive class 
explores the book written by an 
American chef with French influ-
ences, making jalapeno poppers, 
wild mushroom lasagna, scallops 
with truffle mashed potatoes; oven 
roasted sea bass, and apple galette 
with caramel sauce.

Play with 
Your Food
Food on Film is coming to 
Ann Arbor with a full day 
immersed in food culture, 
organized by The Junior 
League of Ann Arbor. 
Check out what the Food 
Gatherers are up to first hand 
with a volunteer opportunity sorting or repackaging food. There 
will also be a film viewing and discussion about food availability 
and insecurity in communities across the U.S. The event is free 
but registration is required on their website. Kids under eight 
years old will not be able to volunteer, but may participate in  
kid-friendly activities. —JB

Saturday, February 4. 10:30am-12:30pm or 11:30am-
1:30pm. Food Gatherers, 1 Carrot Way. 734- 761-2796. 

facebook.com/JuniorLeagueofAnnArbor. Free

food
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Cont’d from p17

Fresh & Flavorful Thai
6:30pm. $69. Sur La Table.  
surlatable.com
pick up some techniques that 
make thai delicious. make pad 
thai, spicy beef salad with  
cucumber and mint, thai red 
curry with chicken and coconut 
milk, and coconut sticky rice with 
fresh mango.  

23 Thursday
Intermediate Fustinify Pizza
6pm. $49. Fustini’s. fustinis.com
What is the secret to a perfect 
pizza? fustini’s thinks that 
maybe it has to do with the oils. 
practice dough, sauces,  
toppings, thin crust, Chicago 
style, and even calzones...  
Save us a slice.

24 Friday
Date Night: Movie Night
6pm. $49. Fustini’s. fustinis.com
this cooking demonstration is 
inspired by some favorite foodie 
movies with dishes simple 
enough to recreate at home. 

Experience potato and leek soup 
a la Ratatouille, pasta amatrici-
ana from Eat Pray Love, beef 
bourguignon with Julie & Julia, 
3 star chicken tandoori inspired 
by Bengali and the infamous (or 
nefarious) molten chocolate 
cake in Chef. 

25 Saturday
American Comfort Food
6pm. $59. Fustini’s. fustinis.com
Good ol’ American comfort foods 
are the perfect companion in 
chilly and grey february. Get 
hands-on with corned beef hash 
and poached eggs, beef stro-
ganoff, chicken pot pie, lasagna 
bolognese and pineapple upside 
down cake for dessert. 

26 Sunday
Cornman Farms 
Pancake Breakfast
9am. $20. Zingerman’s Cornman Farms.  
zingermanscornmanfarms.com 
Enjoy three pancake varieties 
(traditional, chocolate, mixed 
berry) out on the farm for a full 
pancake breakfast. pancakes will 
be served with sides, coffee and 
tea. the mix will be available for 
purchase to make at home. Also 
at 11 am.

food 28 Tuesday
Espresso Love Feature 
Hour
6pm. Arbor Brewing Company 
Microbrewery. Arborbrewing.
com. Free
for this hour, ABC is serving 
up sips of Espresso Love. 

Pazcki Day + Phat Tues-
day Walk and Run
7am. Roaming Goat, Grass Lake.  
drinkroaminggoat.com Free
Avalon International Breads 
is supplying the fresh baked 
pazcki for a special fat 
tuesday treat. then at 10am, 
the group walk starts to burn 
off the calories. the run will 
be lead by dawn Cuddie for 
Grass Lake Walks. 

Mardi Gras Special 
Dinner
7pm. $75. Zingerman’s Roadhouse. 
zingermanscommunity.com.
Celebrate mardi Gras and 
pay tribute to Galatoire’s, 
the infamous restaurant on 
Bourbon Street that shaped 
new orlean’s Creole dishes 
since 1905. 
this dinner will combine 
new orlean’s flavor and 
classic french cuisine.

DRINK. EAT. SHOP

facebook.com/DAYpsi

Downtown Ypsilanti

Scan for map of Downtown!
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music

Singer/songwriter Timothy Monger 
has shelved much of his past works’ 
nostalgia and sepia-splashed wistful folk 
ambiance for his third album, Amber 
Lantern. Tilling the soils of the self and 
rendering poetic ruminations, Monger 
now reinforces the steel of his soul with 
not only the fiery energy of rock elements 
(like guitar, bass and drums), but also 
by wending his way toward a refortified 
resolve, augmented by a careful weaving 
of synthesizers, baroque strings and 
brass. 

Monger’s first album was vibrant and 
adventurous, very much a “summer” 
vibe, while 2011’s New Britton Sound 
muted the aural hues into a paler, earthier 
autumn haze. So it would follow that 
Amber would be a winter record, but 
its triumphant rock moments shuttle it 
past the otherwise cold/barren season 
and right out into the early buddings 
and returning greens of springtime. He’s 
also never sounded more humble, more 
contemplative, more energized! It’s 
an album that asks hard questions and 
embraces the inevitable lack of answers. 

Local audiences will recall Monger’s 
decade-long tenure (alongside his brother 
James), co-fronting the A2-based folk-
rock outfit Great Lakes Myth Society, 
which came to a conclusion right around 
Monger’s second album. Four years in 
the making, Amber Lantern shows the 
evolution of this Saline-based songwriter. 

What drove you to the page to start 
writing (Amber Lantern’s songs)?  
I knew I wanted to make more of a rock 
album…, or at least, one written mostly 
on electric guitar. I have a tonal palette 
that I tend to naturally fall back on, and 
I wanted to make sure new ground was 
covered here. I don’t release albums very 
often and it’s important to me that they 
each have a different identity and sound. 
Emotionally, (Amber Lantern) was a 
spiny, unruly journey that slowly took 
form over several years, amid  
various life changes. 

A spiny,  
unruly  
journey
Saline songwriter to  
release album
By Jeff Milo 

When I hear your lyrics, even if it’s 
you embodying a fictitious narrator, 
I can hear so much contemplation, 
existential investigating and 
sometimes anxiety. How do you 
quell that in a prolonged creation 
process?  
I’ve always worked slowly and it can 
be hard to maintain enough momentum 
to keep yourself in a positive place. I 
can go off on tangents, fall into despair, 
question everything, and have lots of little 
victories, or failures, so it’s not really that 
different from real life. Eventually, (the 
album) gets finished, and if all went well, 
(it) makes sense to me and I feel proud. 
Of course I’d love for it to be successful 
and heard by many, but there’s a lot of 
pressure these days for artists to also 
be cunning entrepreneurs. At the end of 
the day, it’s most important to me that 
I’ve just made something that I love and 
would want to listen to. Albums are really 
hard to make, and you have to please 
yourself first, or it just isn’t worth all of 
the effort. 

What were you hoping for, or 
working toward with this album?.  
I knew it was going to be a very personal 
record, but I didn’t see the emotional 
arc of the whole sequence (until the end) 
because I was still in the middle of it. 

Tell us about the title song… And 
how it leads into the closing song, 
which is a big, rousing crescendo.  
“Amber Lantern Theme” was written 
on a small synth called a Pocket Piano, 
which I borrowed from the Ann Arbor 
District Library. It was nice to get away 
from guitar-based writing and the tones it 
(the synth) produced had an odd quality 
that worked well with the almost hymn-
like lyrics. The amber lantern represents 
the spirit of optimism that I always try to 
maintain while the heaviness of the song’s 
production represents all the underlying 
fear that threatens it. It sets up “Grey’s 
End,” which is about defiance and 
rallying yourself out of depression and 
self-doubt. (Grey’s End) is a bootstrapping 
song and it was important for me to end 
the album on a high note. 

2017 lies ahead of you, Tim…  
Starting the year with a new album is 
invigorating. This journey was intense 
and full of inward gazing, so I’m happy to 
be looking forward again! 

Wednesday, Feb. 8. The Ark, 316 S. 
Main St. 8pm. $22. 734-761-1800. 

timothymonger.com    
Amber Lantern out Feb 10th via 

Northern Detective Records

Timothy Monger will be at The Ark on February 8. 
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Ongoing
Mondays
Acoustic Mondays
7pm. ABC Microbrewery. 
arborbrewing.com.
Grab a beer and settle in 
for some acoustic jams.

Thursdays
Oz’s Guitar Jam
7:30pm. $20. Oz’s Music Store. 
ozmusic.com
Moderate and pro performers 
and bassists welcome. 

Sundays
Traditional Irish Session
7:30pm.  Conor O’Neill’s Pub. 
conoroneills.com/annarbor
Get surrounded with Irish 
food and music. 

1 Wednesday
Blues Jubilee with Shari 
Kane and Dave Steele 
wsg Eleanor Ellis 
7pm. $12-$15. Chelsea Depot. 
onthetrackschelsea.com. 
Ann Arborite blues musicians  
play on a variety of instruments: 
guitar, slide, banjo and mandolin. 

Adam Lebeaux
9pm. Mash. mashbar.net. Free
The Ragbirds guitarist 
performs solo.

2 Thursday
Nessa
8pm. $15. The Ark. theark.org.
New Celtic fusion music 
from Michigan.

3 Friday
Cupid’s Fire: Run, Lady, 
Run: Songs of Love 
Gone Wrong
7pm. $10-$25. Stone Chalet Bed and 
Breakfast Inn. stonechalet.com.
A soprano and piano duo. 

Matt Watroba & 
Rev Robert Jones
8pm. $15. Green Wood Coffee House. 
greenwoodcoffeehouse.org.
American roots music. 

That 1 Guy
9pm. $15. Blind Pig. blindpigmusic.com
“Earthshaking future funk”. 

Sonic Freeway
10pm. Mash. mashbar.net. Free
R&B and soul from Detroit. 

Kid Humphrey
10pm. $7- $10. Crossroads Pub. 
734-340-5597.
The New Age Tour kicks off 
with Kid Humphrey’s hip hop. 

4 Saturday
Matt Boylan
6pm. Mash. mashbar.net. Free
This Ann Arborite is serving up 
classic rock, acoustically. 

Syd Burnham Band
7pm. Ann Arbor Distilling Company. 
annarbordistillingcompany.com. Free
Acoustic Rock Jams.

Chey Halliwill 
7:30pm. Ypsi Alehouse. 
ypsialehouse.com. Free
Indie folk music with strong 
female vocals. Also on Feb 18. 

ACRONYM
8pm. $10-$25. St. Andrew’s Episcopal. 
academyofearlymusic.org.
The music of 17th-century 
Venice and Vienna. Pre-concert 
lecture begins at 7:15 p.m.

Jimmy McCarty and 
Mystery Train
8pm. $5. Guy Hollerin’s Ann Arbor 
Bar and Grill. 
hiannarbor.com/ann-arbor-dining.
Blues rock straight from Detroit. 

Annual Bob Marley 
Birthday Party
9pm. $5. Elks Pratt Lodge. facebook.
com/fricknsunny.
Celebrate the champion of uplift-
ing the oppressed and reggae. 

Nobody’s Business
10pm. Mash. mashbar.net. Free
Swinging rockabilly and 
roots trio. 

5 Sunday
The Wes Fritzemeier 
Jazz Experience
6pm. Chelsea Alehouse. 
Chelseaalehouse.com. Free
Indulge in some jazz and 
some brews. 

6 Monday
Albert Lee
8pm. $15. The Ark. theark.org.
An acclaimed guitarist known 
for his unique fingerstyle and 
picking technique. 

7 Tuesday
Songwriters Open Mic
7:30pm. Oz’s Music Store. 
ozmusic.com. Free
Check out an open mic for 
original, acoustic music by 
singer-songwriters

music
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Wood-
paneled 
sounds
The Chicago-born band 
Twin Peaks began as a 
collaboration between 
friends in high school, 
recording their first album, 
Sunken, in singer/guitarist 
Cadien Lake James’ 
basement. A veritable 
mixture of easy-going 
garage rock with indie 
and pop influences, their 
latest album, Down in 
Heaven, ventures further 
into the psychedelic and 
more relaxed, earthy and 
sentimental realm. They’ve 
garnered an expansive fan 
base in the Midwest and 
beyond with their raw and 
old school sounds. —JB

cont’d on p22

8 Wednesday
Reeds-n-Steel
9pm. Mash. mashbar.net. Free
this Ann Arbor duo puts jazz into 
blues and blues into rock. 

9 Thursday
Catie Curtis
8pm. $15. The Ark. theark.org.
A major player in the folk 
rock scene known for her 
songwriting. 

Laura Rain & The Cesar’s
10pm. Mash. mashbar.net. Free
Blues and Soul.

10 Friday
Mike Vial
6pm. Mash. mashbar.net. Free
Acoustic folk and pop. 

Wizard Union, 
Asatta,, Cokegoat
7pm. $5. 3rd Death Star. facebook.com/
wizardunion
Attendees are asked to “Support 
their Midwest doom Metal”.  

Banfield’s Welcomes 
DOSP Tour 
8pm. Banfield’s Bar and Grill. facebook.
com/bansfieldbar
detroit’s own Soul purpose is 
a five piece band consisting of 
four musicians and a female 
vocalist upfront.

Low Lily
8pm. $15. Green Wood Coffee House. 
greenwoodcoffeehouse.org.
American folk with a string band 
and vocal trio. 

The Invasion
10pm. Mash. mashbar.net. Free
British invasion rock and roll. 

11 Saturday
Dan Orcutt
6pm. Mash. mashbar.net. Free
Rock, alt folk and jazz. 

Open Mic Night 
6pm. Unity Vibration Triple Goddess 
Tasting Room. unityvibrationkombucha.
com. Free. 
the tasting room is open for a 
comfortable environment to sing 
a song or play a tune. 

Delta Twins
7pm. Ann Arbor Distilling Company. an-
narbordistillingcompany.com. Free
they will perform Rock, Soul, 
& Blues classics and some 
originals. 

Groove Council
8pm. $5. Guy Hollerin’s Ann Arbor 
Bar and Grill. 
hiannarbor.com/ann-arbor-dining.
Horn-driven R&B with a little 
detroit soul.

13 Monday
The Band of Heathens
8pm. $15. The Ark. theark.org.
Good ol’ American rock and roll. 

14 Tuesday
Monsieur Guillaume & His 
Zydeco Hepcats
7pm. $5. Ann Arbor Elks. facebook.com/
a2elks.
It’s Mardi Gras season, time for 
the music of Louisiana

My Folky Valentine
7:30pm. $20. The Ark. theark.org. 
this show of musical couples is 
a special Valentine’s day treat. 

15 Wednesday
Busty and the Bass
8pm. $10-12. Blind Pig. 
blindpigmusic.com.
A 9-piece collective of a blend of 
Soul, Hip-Hop, and R&B. 

Estar Cohen Trio
8pm. Old Town Tavern. 
oldtownaa.com. Free
A Jazz trio awarded for their 
original ensemble compositions. 

In the Mood 
8pm. $35. Heinz C. Prechter Educational 
& Performing Arts Center. Wcccd.edu. 
A trip through the romantic and 
intimate music of the 1940’s 
with a big band orchestra.

The Ark’s Open Stage
8pm. $15. The Ark. theark.org.
Get a chance to perform a 
two-song set or just hear 
some new local sounds. 

Zweikampf 
8pm $10-$25. St. Andrew’s Episcopal 
Church. standrewsaa.org.
dueling harpsichordists exploring 
authentic 18th century composi-
tions. pre-concert lecture begins 
at 7:15 p.m.

16 Thursday
Dave Douglas Quintet
8pm. $10-$35. Kerrytown Concert 
House. kerrytownconcerthouse.com.
In the world of jazz, dave doug-
las is a very big deal. douglas has 
released a jazz album just about 
every year since 1993, making 
him a very prolific trumpeter. 

The Messarounds
10pm. Mash. mashbar.net. Free
northern soul.

17 Friday
Athens Creek
6pm. Mash. mashbar.net. Free
An acoustic trio with roots in 
folk, country and rock. 

Rock Jones
9pm. Mash. mashbar.net. Free
Rock, blues and country music 
including guitar, bass and har-
monica.

18 Saturday
Robert Johnson
6pm. Mash. mashbar.net. Free
“King of delta Blues”. 

Jive Colossus
7pm. Ann Arbor Distilling Company. an-
narbordistillingcompany.com. Free
danceable Afrobeat, Funk and 
R&B blend. 

Terraplanes
8pm. $5. Guy Hollerin’s Ann Arbor Bar 
and Grill. hiannarbor.com/ann-arbor-
dining.
Swinging and danceable R&B. 
Also at Mash on Feb 24, 10pm. 

Chris Canas Band
10pm. Mash. mashbar.net. Free
native Michigan blues, soul and 
funk. A staple at Mash. 

22 Wednesday
Laura Cortese & The Dance 
Cards
8pm. $15. The Ark. theark.org.
A string band’s take on indie folk.

Barelyon
9pm. Mash. mashbar.net. Free
Raw and soulful pop rock. 

23 Thursday
Vanessa Carlton w/Tristen
8pm. $15. The Ark. theark.org.
the “A thousand Miles” song-
stress now swims in the genre 
of alterna-pop. 

Rezz
9pm. $15-$18. Necto. necto.com.
“dark and sinister techno”. 

The Shelter Dogs
10pm. Mash. mashbar.net. Free
this trio plays swing, blues, 
country and old school rock. 

24 Friday
RUNA 
7:30pm. Tecumseh Center for the Arts. 
thetca.org. Free
Inventive Irish folk music. 

25 Saturday
David Roof
6pm. Mash. mashbar.net. Free
Rock and Roots music. 

Sam Corbin
7pm. Ann Arbor Distilling Company. 
annarbordistillingcompany.com. Free
Singer songwriter corbin is a 
classics man with an Americana 
style. 

The Ark’s 30th Annual Sto-
rytelling Festival
7pm. $20. The Ark. theark.org.
the Ark is bringing together 
some of their favorites (Bill Har-
ley, don White, and Bil Lepp) for 
this special anniversary event. 

Alligators
8pm. $5. Guy Hollerin’s Ann Arbor Bar 
and Grill. hiannarbor.com/ann-arbor-
dining. Much like their reptilian 
namesake, this band has been 
around for many years. they 
play homage to the Blues with 
each performance. 

Big Love
10pm. Mash. mashbar.net. Free
Funk, R&B, and Motown from 
Battle creek. 

26 Sunday
Royal Wood with Diana 
Chittester
7:30pm. $15. The Ark. theark.org.
Royal Wood is acclaimed for 
his alternative, pop, folk rock 
songwriting. 
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27 Monday
Kahil El’Zabar’s Ethnic Heri-
tage Ensemble
8pm. $5-$30. Kerrytown Concert House. 
kerrytownconcerthouse.com.
These jazz musicians con-
sider themselves master healers 
through music. 

28 Tuesday
Take a Chance Tuesday 
with The Brother Brothers
8pm. The Ark. theark.org. Free
These twins take on chamber 
folk. This special free show is ac-
cepting donations of non-perish-
ables for Food Gatherers. 

conT’d From p21music
Desmond Jones w/  

The North 41 & Pajamas
Friday, February 24, The Blind Pig 

Desmond Jones, the funky, five-piece rock band from 
Grand Rapids will be at the Pig on Friday, February 24. 
The group brings high-energy improvisation to the table, 

making each song unique from show to show. Chicago 
band, The North 41, will join them along with local 

jammers, Pajamas. Pajamas has been in the spotlight 
recently after their lead guitar player, Nick Orr, went viral 
for his euphoric reaction to a Phish performance that was 

caught on tape. This show is sure to bring the best of funk, 
jazz and rock together for a night of jam band greatness. 

18+, Doors 9:00pm, $10 adv./ $12 day of, blindpigmusic.com
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Valentine’s Day! Time and tide wait 
for no man; just ask King Canute. But 
there is a cyclical nature to the year, 
above and beyond the seasons, marked 
like clockwork by the celebrations we 
share. Did the year begin on New Year’s 
Day or New Year’s Eve?  Or New Year’s 
Eve Day or my friend Wendy’s annual 
party on New Year’s Eve Day Eve?  I’m 
only asking. This month, less than two 
weeks after Super Bowl Sunday, is the 
most romantic event on the calendar: 
Valentine’s Day! (Trust me, it’s always 
spelled with an exclamation point.) 
Valentine’s Day! replaced the ancient 
Roman fertility celebration, Lupercalia, 
held on the Ides of February and named 
after the she-wolf who nursed the 
founders of Rome, Romulus and Remus. 
In 496 A.D. Pope Gelasius re-christened 
the day after the martyr St. Valentine 
and the name stuck. Valentine that is, 
of course; who the hell ever heard of 
Gelasius? Valentine’s Day! is second only 
to Christmas for the number of cards 
sent, and is above all an occasion for 
giving candy, flowers, gifts and sex acts 
not ordinarily performed on week days, 
or, for that matter, on strong days.  

Every year at this time my readers ask 
me for Valentine’s Day! suggestions, and 
this year I will give you what you asked 
for. It was amazing how you asked. You 
just sort of sat at home and yearned, but 
I sensed it. I had a premonition. First 
I would like to point out that although 
Valentine’s Day! is technically on the 14th 
it is perfectly appropriate to celebrate this 
love holiday any time in February. This 
is to accommodate personal schedules 
and local events, not to abet the lying, 
cheating people having more than one 
petite amie. And keep in mind, my super-
romantic approach: No matter what we 
have planned I give my wife the option of 
taking the cash instead.

Botanical Gardening  
and the Arb

Despite the snow and freezing cold, 
there are living, breathing plants and 
flowers just around the corner within 
the Matthaei Botanical Gardens on 
Dixboro Road. On Thursday the ninth 
at 1pm is “Ikebana: Japanese Flower 
Arrangement,” a hands-on tutorial with 
a certified instructor.  Twenty dollars per 

art

Be Mine, Baby!
The artsy way to celebrate Valentine’s Day
By Louis W. Meldman, Ph.D

person gets you flowers and materials so 
you can create your own one-of-a-kind 
gifts that can’t miss, romance-wise. I 
went by myself last year, and the flowers 
I gave my wife lasted for weeks so that 
she couldn’t forget me no matter how 
hard she tried. On Wednesday the 
22nd at 6:30 p.m. is a demonstration 
and practical, hands-on experience 
of bonsai grafting and root-cutting 
techniques, presented by John Genereaux 
of Michigan State University’s famous 
Hidden Lake Gardens. It is presented 
by the Ann Arbor Bonsai Society, and of 
course, always free is the humid indoor 
Matthaei Conservatory. If you’re fitter, 
and more outdoorsy than yours truly, 
get a bottle of vino at Village Corner, the 
finest wine store between Chicago and 
New York, then take a winter traipse 
through the Nichols Arboretum. Ask 
for Ric at V.C. and tell him what kind 
(and price) of wine you like. You’ll have 
a spirited schlep around the Arb no 
matter what the temperature is. I’ve 
been getting my wine from Ric since 
my undergraduate years. He knows my 
tastes well so I don’t have to say a word. 
He just hands me a bottle, shrugs, shakes 
his head and says what he’s said now for 
decades, “It’s good enough for you.”

Love and Claymation
It’s the latest family sensation. At 

the Johnny-come-lately Ann Arbor Art 
Center (est. 1909) there is a special family 
Valentine’s Day! hands-on educational 
event on February fourth from 1:30 
to 4:30 p.m., 
a claymation 
workshop so 
that kids of all 
ages can imagine 
and realize 
their own clay-
animated movies, 
replete with 
3-D techniques 
and animation 
software. My best V-Day! suggestion of 
all: the price of a pre-fab Valentine card 
can be more than that of a blank, hand-
made paper leaf and envelope available at 
the WSG Gallery on Main, on which you 
can inscribe your own personal poetic 
love song to your beloved. Wed, led, bed, 
said, fed and head all rhyme with “can 
always have the moola instead.”    

734.761.8120
215 S. MAIN  

ANN ARBOR MI. 48104
www.urbanjeweler.com

A NEW
CHOICE IN 
DIAMONDS

LAB GROWN
SUPERIOR QUALITY

EXCEPTIONAL VALUE

OUR DIAMONDS

GUARANTEED 
CONFLICT FREE

ECO-FRIENDLY &
SUSTAINABLE

CERTIFIED & 
LASER-INSCRIBED

PURE & RARE

TOTALLY ETHICAL

BUY WITH  
CONFIDENCE
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theater

Conor O’Neill’s  
318 S. Main St. Ann Arbor

Dinner & Show: $30    
Show Only:  $15 

Feb. 2-3, 7-9, 14-16 7:30 p.m.

(734) 926-5346
www.pennyseats.org

For Tickets:

Support provided by:

THE PENNY SEATS PROUDLY PRESENTS

FEBRUARY 2017

Play On
Shakespeare and more 
for Valentine’s Day
By Sandor Slomovits

If you and your theater-obsessed date, 
significant other, or spouse are looking 
for ways to celebrate Valentine’s Day, 
February is sure to please, as three local 
theater companies offer plays perfect for 
the month of love.

Shakespeare takes center stage in 
The Roustabout Theatre Troupe’s 
“Shakespeare, You Sexy Beast.” 
Four actors will read excerpts and portray 
characters from Hamlet, Twelfth Night, 
Romeo and Juliet, Henry V, Taming of 
the Shrew, All’s Well That Ends Well, 
A Midsummer Night’s Dream, Two 
Gentlemen of Verona, Richard III, Much 
Ado About Nothing, The Tempest, Antony 
& Cleopatra, Macbeth, and more.

Roustabout Managing Director and  
the production’s co-director, Anna 
Simmons, says, “excerpts will vary in 
size from full scenes to short snippets. 
In addition, we’ve got several sonnets 
including numbers 151, 130, and 73. We 
have saturated this script with as many 
plays and genres as possible.”

Roustabout, which was founded in  
2016 by award-winning playwright 
Joseph Zettelmaier, along with Albright 
and Simmons, has put on productions in 
several locations. “Each of our events has 
gotten progressively more staged, from 
staged readings in August to the foley 
sound effects in the radio play, Dark 
Ride Radio Hour,” Simmons says. “For 
Shakespeare, You Sexy Beast we will be 
utilizing costume pieces and accessories 

while keeping the same base costume for 
each actor, which will help maintain the 
fast pace of the performance.”

“Shakespeare, You Sexy Beast” will 
be presented on Friday and Saturday, 
February 10 and 11 at the YES, Ypsi 
Experimental Space. But if you can’t 
fit either of their performances into your 
Valentine’s Day schedule, you have two 
other fine options. Theatre Nova and 
Ellipsis Theatre, which joined forces 
at the beginning of 2017, sharing the 
performance space at the Yellow Barn 
(just blocks from downtown Ann Arbor), 
will also present plays this month. 

Theatre Nova, which is entering its 
third season, focuses on brand new plays 
and will produce James Hindman’s 
“Popcorn Falls,” a hilarious comedy 
about the perils and pitfalls of putting on 
plays. 

Hindman, a Michigan native who’s 
had a long, successful career as an actor on 
Broadway (in “Cats” and “City of Angels,” 
among others) and on TV (notably “Law 
and Order” and “House of Cards”) is 
also an award-winning playwright with 
several plays and musicals to his credit. 
“Popcorn Falls,” one of his most recent, is 
set in a little Midwestern town struggling 
with the effects of corporate greed and 
trying to combat it with—of all things—
theatrical productions. 

While Theatre Nova, as its name 
suggests, focuses on the new, Ellipsis 
Theatre, which has recently come out of a 
decade long hibernation, plans to produce 
the classics, albeit with modern twists. 
Their February offering is the Bard’s 
beloved “Twelfth Night,” the perfect 
play about love in all its sweet and sour, 
confusing and comic, mysterious and 
glorious aspects. 

Popcorn Falls, by James 
Hindman, runs at Theatre 
Nova in the Yellow Barn 
from January 19 through February 12.

Twelfth Night, by William 
Shakespeare, runs at Ellipsis 
Theatre, also in the Yellow Barn 
from February 23 through March 12.

YES, Ypsi 
Experimental Space
8 N Washington St
Ypsilanti, Michigan
(734) 961-8704
@ypsiexperimentalspace

Theatre Nova
410 W. Huron Street 
Ann Arbor MI 48103
Tel: 734-635-8450
a2theatrenova@gmail.com

Ellipsis Theatre
416 W. Huron St.  
Ann Arbor, MI 48103 
Tel: 734-323-7100

                    

Twelfth Night by 

William Shakespeare
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Michigan and three of our sons live in 
Ann Arbor while one is attending grad 
school in Denver.

What one thing would you change 
about Ann Arbor? I have always 
loved the live, local music scene here 
over the years. It is different now, it 
seems there are fewer venues than 
in the past, but maybe that is just my 
perspective.

What is your favorite Ann Arbor 
tradition?  Football Saturdays and the 
Art Fairs, are times that the city has the 
opportunity to welcome back so many 
people.

What was your most interesting 
celebrity sighting in Ann Arbor? 
We had Koko Taylor (a Chicago blues 
guitarist) playing at Rick’s on the same 
night that Al Jarreau (jazz great) was 
playing at Hill (Auditorium).  Al came 
to Rick’s to watch Koko and I invited 
him to sit at the bar and got him a 
drink.  He said “ you guys ( bartenders) 
have the best job” so I told him to 
come behind the bar and pour a few 
drinks.  While he was bartending, a guy 
came up and asked him “aren’t you Al 
Jarreau?”  That guy was (ground floor 
punk rocker) Iggy Pop.  Three legends 
all at the same time!    

person of interest
What brought you to Ann Arbor?  
I came here in with four friends in 1979 
for an opportunity to open a bar.  We 
opened Rick’s (on Church St.) with 
an investor, working the bar for a few 
years without paychecks; we lived 
on tips and pooled our money to live 
together in one house.  We worked and 
ate at the bar and built up the business.

How have things changed in Ann 
Arbor over the years? I am not 
sure how much things have changed 
actually, I think it may just be a matter 
of my perspective as I get a little older. 
The university has expanded its reach, 
drawing a broader range of students 
both geographically and culturally.

What are you most proud of 
working at the Michigan Theater? 
The drive and passion of the people 
I work with.  We provide world 
class performing arts from the Ann 
Arbor Film Festival to the Ann Arbor 
Symphony while we maintain a strong 
relationship with our community.

Tell us about your family. My wife 
and I have four sons. We are rooted in 
this community. They have all received 
college degrees here in the State of 

Steve Crowley
Michigan Theater,GM
Opened Rick’s in 1979 
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In The Atlantic article, “How America Is Putting Itself Back 
Together”, published in March 2016, author James Fallows arrives 
at the conclusion “Many people are discouraged about by what they 
hear and read about America, but the closer they are to the action at 
home, the better they like what they see.” 

Without a personal car, Ann Arbor’s transit options are limited 
to The Ride, ride-sharing services like Uber and Lyft, and pedi cabs, 
don’t engender the close-proximity community vibe characteristic of 
getting around. Though the concept of a subway in a city the size of 
Ann Arbor seems laughable to any big-city outsiders, let’s explore 
what that might mean. 

Ann Arborite John Umbaugh created a speculative Ann Arbor 
subway map inspired by the Tokyo Metro while living in Japan. 
“It was almost like it was a public square,” he said. “I feel like the 
public square aspect of society is not there.”

Umbaugh made the map to both highlight important Ann 
Arbor locations and to hang it in his home. When friends took 
interest, he decided to share it on the Ann Arbor Reddit thread. 
The concept map sparked conversation about the nature of public 
transportation’s value to of cities. 

The map has resonated so much with people, leaving Umbaugh 
to posit why he thought it was significant (and cool). “We are having 
a lot of uncertainty nationally and for me it helps to take a step back 
and look at the local institutions to derive hope.” 

Umbaugh is not a city planner and the map isn’t meant to 
be a blueprint for a literal subway, but neither as an idea about 
efficiency. “I like all cities to become more effective cities,” he said. 
“I don’t want Ann Arbor to necessarily be a bigger city, but one that 
creates more connections between people, for people to have more 
opportunities to run into each other.”

Though the Ann Arbor Metro is nothing more than a concept, 
Umbaugh adds that the idea of it exemplifies some of his favorite 
elements of Tree Town. “I’m a big believer in Ann Arbor,” he 
said. “I’ve lived here for 11 years. I think there are a lot of great 
ideas here. It’s sort of our responsibility to open that up to a wider 
audience, especially now. The free flow of ideas is going to benefit 
everybody.”  

The speculative map and prints can be found at 
annarborsubwaymap.com 

What would Ann Arbor look like 
with a sprawling subway?
This speculative subway map is one Ann Arborite’s vision of the city’s future.
By Jacqueline Bull
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Art and activism
“Not My President’s Day” is a series of DIY performance events held on 
February 20 to mobilize opposition and “channel anger into art and activism,” 
according to the Facebook event page. The event, “Bad and Nasty Cabaret,” is a 
night of storytelling, comedy, improv, performance art and even a performance 
with some Drag Kings. This event is put on by Bad and Nasty (Bad Hombres 
and Nasty Women). In their words, the group is for people “who are tired of 
waking up every morning since Election Day 2016 feeling angry/scared/sad 
and not having anything useful to do with those emotions.” —JB

Monday, February 20. $5. 8pm. Dreamland Theater, 
26 N Washington St, Ypsilanti. 

734-657-2337. dreamlandtheater.com

Battle of the Bars
The 9th iteration of Artini will take 
over Downtown Ann Arbor’s bars and 
restaurants with hopefuls trying to craft 
the most artful martini. This delicious 
competition is hosted by the Ann Arbor Art 
Center and promises to be a fun bar crawl. 
The likes of Aventura, Babs’ Underground, 
Alley Bar, The Ravens Club, Black Pearl 
(and many more) are slated to participate. 
Who will take the crown with the most 
creative cocktail?  —JB
Friday, February 10. $55. 6:30pm. The 

Ann Arbor Art Center, 
117 W Liberty St. 734-996-8555. 

annarborartcenter.org

Fourth time’s 
a charm
Short’s Brewing Company, 
a staple of the Michigan 
craft beer scene, ascends 
to new heights with its 4th 
Annual Beer Dinner at 
Karl’s Cabin. This casual six-
course meal offers revelry 
and music in addition to 
crispy catfish, hot & sour 
soup, pork belly, smoked 
cornish hen, braised bison 
and deconstructed s’mores 
for dessert. Guests can also 
expect a complementary 
Short’s beer selection paired 
with each course. Only a 
day after Valentine’s Day, 
ditch the Hallmark Holiday-
panache for this dressed-
down-yet-gourmet dinner 
outing. Advance registration 
required. —JB

Wednesday, February 15. 
$59. 6pm. Karl’s Cabin, 

6005 Gotfredson Rd, 
Plymouth. 734-455-8450. 

  

Tuesday-Friday 5-7pm drink specials:  

of PBR, Labatt Blue Light, Carlsberg,  

Heineken, Amstel Light, Palm and Bud.

 

$2 Corona Bottles, 

Tequila Shots & tacos 
(no limit)

$4 Dos Equis Pitchers, 

5-7pm Taco Bar 
(2 drink min)

 $2.75 Any Draft$5 Bud Light, Miller Lite & Shandy Pitchers$6.75 Burger & Beer5-7pm Coney Bar (2 drink min)
 $2 Long Island Ice Teas$7.99 Philly Cheese Steak5-7pm Nacho Bar (2 drink min)

 
5-7pm FREE 
Wing Buffet 

(2 drink min) 
 

bottles of Amstel Light, 
Heineken, PBR, Palm, 

Labatt Blue Light, 
Carlsberg, & Bud Light, 

 
$3 Bud Light bottles, 

$4 Jack Daniels,
 $6.99 Fish & Chips 
7-9pm Sporcle 

Trivia Live 

 Mini Pitchers: 
$8 Well

$12 Call $14 Vodka Redbull $20 Top Shelf or Moscow Mule$7.99 BBQ Pulled Pork Sandwich
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4 Saturday
[health]
Aging with Purpose: Harvesting 
the Richness of Life
10am. $15/class, $50/full series. 
Gyrotonic Tree Town & Pilates Loft 
Studio. 
A workshop that discusses mov-
ing into the second half of a life 
with health and purpose. 

[misc]
Ice Carving Festival
12pm. County Farm Park. ewasht-
enaw.org. Free
Students from across SE Michi-
gan carve with chainsaws and 
flamethrowers to create unique 
ice sculptures. 

[health]
Fundamentals of Yoga Workshop 
Series
1:30pm. $100. Tiny Buddha Yoga. 
tinybuddhayoga.com.
Four 90 minutes sessions going 
in-depth into the basics. 

[film]
Cabin Fever Film Festival 
7pm. $10. Tecumseh Center for 
the Arts. thetca.org 
Experience independent short 
films from Michigan and the 
movie classics of popcorn and 
refreshments. 

5 Sunday
[art]
Drawing for Adults: Georgia 
O’Keeffe
3pm. AADL-Downtown. aadl.org. 
Free
All skill levels are invited to 
explore different drawing  
techniques. 

[theater]
The Arcade: A Pointless Improv 
Jam
7pm. Pay-what-you-can. Pointless 
Brewery & Theatre. pointlessbrew.
com. 
Play with short-form improv 
games. Come to watch or come 
to play. Also on Feb 19. 

6 Monday
[literary]
Derek Palacio: The Mortifications
7pm. YDL-Whittaker. aadl.org. Free
The story of a rural Cuban family 
in the ‘80s. 

[literary]
Emerging Writer’s Workshop: 
Dialogue, Character and Point 
of View
7pm. AADL-Westgate. aadl.org. 
Free
How to write dialogue that 
moves the action forward and 
reveals character. 

[lit]
Nicola’s Books Pre-Release Party
7pm. Nicola’s Books. . Free
To celebrate the launch of her 
new book, Kim Harrison will be 
reading, signing and answering 
questions. 

[theater]
Tap Room Comedy Night 
9pm. The Tap Room, Ypsilanti. 
taproomypsi.com. Free
Each night is unique with a mix 
of experienced and brand new 
comedians. 

7 Tuesday
[art]
Artist Lecture: Libby Black
5:30pm. EMU School of Art and 
Design, Room 300, Halle Library. 
art.emich.edu.
Libby Black is known for  
instalation art and sculpture. 

[film]
Film Club
7pm. YDL-Whittaker. ypsilibrary.
org. Free
The first meeting of the new 
film club lead by film critic Perry 
Seibert. 

[literary]
Washtenaw Reads 2017 Author 
Event
7pm. Rackham Auditorium.  
aadl.org. Free
Authors of $2.00 a Day: Living on 
Almost Nothing in America dis-
cuss their book, the Washtenaw 
Reads selection. 

Ongoing
[health]
Ladies only Zumba
9:30am. $10-$15. Peachy Fitness. 
peachyfitness.com
Wednesday & Fridays; 9:30-10:30am 
Saturdays; 8:30-9:30am
Latin-inspired dance fitness. 

[health]
Free Community Yoga Class
A2Yoga. a2yoga.net. 
Tuesdays/11am Vinyasa, 
Fridays/5:30pm Vinyasa, 
Saturdays/8am Ashtanga. 

Tuesdays
[theater]
Thrifty Ticket Tuesday
Times vary. $7. Goodrich Quality 
16. Goodrichqualitytheaters.com
GQT is giving a reason to get 
out and love movies, even on a 
Tuesday. 

Wednesdays
[misc.]
Sporcle Trivia
7pm. The Rumpus Room, Chelsea. 
therumpusroomchelsea.com. Free
Pub trivia made by a community 
of whizzes. 

Saturdays
[Misc.]
Saturday Morning Physics: Cast-
ing Light on the Fourth Dimen-
sion
10:30am. U-M Central Campus, 
182 Weiser Hall. saturdaymorning-
physics.org. Free
Feb 4: Topological Insulators: An 
Unexpected State of Matter, Feb 
11: 3D Shadows: Casting Light 
on the Fourth Dimension, Feb 18: 
The Antiups and Antidowns of Life: 
Studying Antiquarks. 

arts & culture
1 Wednesday

[misc]
First Class
6pm.  Michigan Union. events.
umich.edu. Free
Profiles of U-M’s first six stu-
dents, and the two faculty who 
taught them.

2 Thursday
[misc]
Sara Hendren // Wonder + 
Skepticism 
5pm.  Michigan Theater. stamps.
umich.edu. Free
Hendren lectures on prosthetics, 
inclusive design and assistive 
technologies. 

[film]
The 54th Ann Arbor Film Festival 
Tour
7pm. AADL-Downtown. aadl.org. 
Free
A selection of several of the past 
year’s screenings.

[theater]
Dan Grueter
8pm. $10-$15. Ann Arbor Comedy 
Showcase. aacomedy.com.
Quick and clean comedy with 
impeccable timing. Runs through 
Feb 4. 

3 Friday
[art]
Art Now: Printmaking
6pm. Ann Arbor Art Center. annar-
borartcenter.org. Free
Discover artists with traditional 
printmaking practices and artists 
that have an inter-disciplinary 
approach. The exhibition runs 
through Mar 4. 

[Health] 
AcroYoga Class & JAM!
6:30pm. $10-$20. A2 Martial Arts.
The event begins with an 
AcroYoga class with a certified 
AcroYoga teacher followed by a 
free play of safe basing, flying 
and spotting.

S’JP
SELECTION, QUALITY & PRICE ARE ALWAYS OUR TOP PRIORITIES!!!

IBUY-SELL-TRADE-RECYCLEI
JAZZ BLUES ROCK SOUL
CLASSICAL PUNK FUNK

Open 7 Days

617-B PACKARD — NEAR HILL ST.
UPSTAIRS FROM PASTRY PEDDLER — 663-3441

Hundreds of Sealed LPs

RECORDS
&USED

CDS
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arts & culture8 Wednesday
[misc]
TEDxUofM 2017: Dreamers and 
Disruptors 
6pm. $12-$20. The Power Center 
for the Performing Arts. tedxuofm.
com/attend
Explore a world of unique stories 
and revolutionary ideas where 
anything is possible. 

[literary]
An Evening of Poetry and the 
Written Word
7pm. Crazy Wisdom Bookstore and 
TeaRoom. crazywisdom.net. Free
This poetry and short fiction 
workshop is open to all writers. 
Writers are asked to bring 6 cop-
ies of their work. 

[film]
Black History Month Film & 
Discussion
7pm. AADL-Downtown. aadl.org. 
Free
The documentary Alice’s Ordi-
nary People follows the Alice 
Tregay, a Chicagoan that stood 
up to injustice. 

[misc]
Right Brain/Left Brain Tarot
7pm. $150. Ann Arbor Athanor. 
facebook.com/AAathanor.
A beginner-level Tarot course in 
six sessions. 

9 Thursday
[misc]
Drum Me a Story
10am. $10-$12. Washtenaw Com-
munity College. wildswantheater.
org.
African tales performed through 
storytelling, acting, dancing and 
drumming. 

[misc]
Jonathan Barnbrook: What You 
Want Is Not What You Need 
5pm.  Michigan Theater. Michthe-
ater.org. Free
The man that created numerous 
David Bowie album covers talks 
design and how it can improve 
lives. 

[art]
PCAP Art Auction
6:30pm. University of Michigan 
Michigan League. prisonarts.org. 
Free
The Prison Creative Arts Project 
hosts an annual exhibition of art 
by michigan prisoners. Registra-
tion is requested. 

[misc]
City of Ann Arbor Sustainable 
Forum 2017
7pm. AADL-Downtown. aadl.org. 
Free
This conversation will focus on 
the topic of driverless vehicles. 

[lit]
Open Mic & Share Series ft Cole 
Lavalais
7pm. Bookbound Bookstore. Book-
boundbookstore.com. Free
Lavalais has a Ph.D in Creative 
Writing who writes mainly short 
stories. 

[theater]
Valentine’s Weekend: Maija 
DiGiorgio
8pm. $11-$17. Ann Arbor Comedy 
Showcase. aacomedy.com.
An edgy commentary on heri-
tage, relationships and culture. 
Runs through Feb 11. 

10 Friday
[theater]
Jokes & Notes at the Alehouse
8pm. $15. YpsiAlehouse. 
Athena Johnson will be perform-
ing some jazz followed by three 
comedians. 

[theater]
Shakespeare, You Sexy Beast 
8pm. $20. Ypsilanti Experimental 
Space (YES). facebook.com/yp-
siexperimentalspace/
A montage of Shakespeare’s 
naughtiest and most romantic 
scenes. 

11 Saturday
[misc]
Ice Fishing Derby
7am. $5-$10. Independence Lake 
County Park. ewashtenaw.org.
If sitting in the cold to catch 
some fish sounds like a great 
time, check out this ice fishing 
derby. Lunch is provided and 
registration is required. 

[art]
Caring for Yourself-A Mindful-
ness and Self-Compassion Half 
Day Retreat
8:30am. $20-$45. University of 
Michigan Michigan League. 
Give the gift of self-care and 
pause, reflect with a supportive 
community. 

[misc]
White Tara Healing Meditation
10am. Rogel Ballroom. jewelheart.
org. Free. 
Of different forms of meditation, 
White Tara is associated with 
healing and long life. Registration 
is required. 

[misc]
Hello, My Name is: Name Change 
Clinic
11am. Jim Toy Community Center. 
Legal volunteers will be onsite 
to answer questions about 
transgender and gender noncon-
forming people changing their 
name in Michigan. Registration is 
requested. 

[art]
Steeking
1pm. $50. Spun Ann Arbor. spun-
annarbor.com.
“Take your knitting to the next 
level.”

[art]
Learn Calligraphy: Introduction 
to Versals and the Decorated 
Letter
2pm. AADL-Westgate. aadl.org. 
Free
Beginners are welcome to this 
workshop on penciling the letters 
and filling them in. 

[art]
Adult Crafter’s Guild
3pm. YDL-Whittaker. ypsilibrary.
org. Free
This event’s craft is a fabric 
charm necklace. Registration 
required.

12 Sunday
[misc]
Big Chill Winter Games 
12pm. $3. Rolling Hills County 
Park. parksonline.ewashtenaw.org. 
A live wood carving demonstra-
tion, a snowball slingshot, snow 
graffiti, hidden snow jewels, arts 
and crafts and hot chocolate. 

[misc]
Plymouth Bridal Show 
1pm. The Inn at St. John’s. whim-
sicaloccasions.com. Free
Live fashion shows, wedding 
exhibits, planning ideas and 
demonstrations. Registration 
required.

13 Monday
[lit]
Fiction at Literati: Katie Kitamura
7pm. Literati. literatibookstore.
com. Free. 
Kitamura brings her most recent 
novel A Separation.  

14 Tuesday
[misc]
Citizens for Peace Meeting
7pm. Unity of Livonia. citizen-
s4peace.com. Free. 
 “How to De-Stress after the 
Election and Face the Chal-
lenges Coming in the Future with 
Ease” .

16 Thursday
[theater]
Penny Stamps Distinguished 
Speaker Series: Ping Chong // 
Beyond Sacred 
5pm. Michigan Theater. stamps.
umich.edu. Free
Ping Chong is an innovator and 
internationally acclaimed director 
in the world of theater. 

[art]
DIA: Behind the Seen
6:30pm. YDL-Whittaker. aadl.org. 
Free
A speaker form DIA will be 
discussing the creative contribu-
tions of African Americans. 

[misc]
Nerd Nite Ann Arbor
6:30pm. LIVE (102 S 1st St). aadl.
org. Free
AADL is sponsoring this year’s 
Nerd Nite, a fun evening of in-
formational presentations about 
just about anything. 

[art]
Inside Your Skin Live Model 
Sketch Series
7pm. $8-$10. Madhouse Studio. 
madhouse.co.jp
All genres and mediums wel-
come to this nude model sketch. 

[misc]
Under This Roof: A History of the 
White House and the Presidency
7pm. Gerald R. Ford Presidential 
Library. geraldrfordfoundation.
org. Free
Author Paul Brandus discusses 
the history of the white house 
both as a physical monument 
and as a home for the president. 

[theater]
Shane Torres
8pm. $9-$14. Ann Arbor Comedy 
Showcase. aacomedy.com.
Quick-paced observationalist 
and a little absurd comedy. Runs 
through Feb 18. 

17 Friday
[misc]
Investigating Islam: A Commu-
nity Forum
2pm. Harlan Hatcher Graduate 
Library. ums.org. Free. 
A town hall style meeting 
moderated by the Director of 
the U-M Digital Islamic Studies 
Curriculum exploring the impact 
of Islamic cultures and how to 
counteract Islamophobia. 

[theater]
Shadowland by Pilobolus
7:30pm. $43-$48. Macomb Center 
for the Performing Arts. macomb-
center.com.
A mix of shadow-theater, dance, 
circus, and concert.

18 Saturday
[misc]
World Information Architecture 
Day 2017
8:30am. Palmer Commons. 2017.
worldiaday.org. Free.
This year’s theme is “Informa-
tion Strategy & Structure”.

CONT’D ON P31
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arts & culture
20 Monday  

[Misc.]
Bad and Nasty Cabaret
8pm. $5. Dreamland Theater. 
dreamlandtheater.com
Celebrating Not My President’s 
Day, this is a night of storytelling, 
comedy, improv, performance art 
and a performance with some 
Drag Kings.

21 Tuesday
[art]
String Art Party
6pm. Liberty Street Brewing Co. 
picatic.com.
Create your own masterpiece 
with string and enjoy some craft 
beers. 

[health]
Self-Care Massage: Lower Body 
with Brian M. Truskowski
7pm. AADL-Pittsfield. aadl.org. 
Free
A licensed massage therapist 
is here to teach you about the 
anatomy of the lower back and 
instructs on how to self-mas-
sage. 

22 Wednesday
[misc]
Race at the Intersection 
10am. University of Michigan Insti-
tute for Social Research. home.isr.
umich.edu. Free
Six professors from different 
disciplines will discuss their work 
on the intersectionality of rac-
ism followed by a question and 
answer segment.

[lit]
An Evening of Poetry and the 
Written Word 
7pm. Crazy Wisdom Bookstore. 
crazywisdom.net. Free
The featured reader is Amorak 
Huey, GVSU professor and au-
thor of the poetry collection  
Ha Ha Ha Thump. 

[film]
Martin Bandyke’s Moving 
Pictures: A Preview of the 89th 
Oscars
7pm. AADL-Westgate. aadl.org. 
Free
Host of 107one will talk about 
the films he predicts to win and 
what to watch for during the 
Oscars. 

23 Thursday
[lit]
Poetry at Literati: Eleni Sikelianos
7pm. Literati. literatibookstore.com. 
Free. 
Sikelianos brings Make Yourself 
Happy, exploring humanity and 
happiness. 

[theater]
Test Batch Feburary
7:30pm. $5. Pointless Brewery & 
Improv Theater. pointlessbrew.com.
Size up the latest crop of improv 
performers. 

[theater]
Bil Dwyer
8pm. $11-$16. Ann Arbor Comedy 
Showcase. aacomedy.com.
This comedian has an impressive 
roster of TV credits. Runs through 
Feb 25. 

24 Friday
[health]
Free Introduction to Brazilian Fit-
ness Class
5pm. The Phoenix Center. Free
Brazilian fitness includes, dance, 
martial arts and music. 

[misc]
Brackets For Good
7pm. $3. Ann Arbor Area Brackets 
for Good. annarborarea.bfg.org
Matching corporate and nonprofit 
sponsors in a bracket-style fund-
raising tournament. 

25 Saturday
[theater]
Let it Be
2pm. $53-$59. Macomb Center for 
the Performing Arts. macombcen-
ter.com.
A theatrical wondering on the 
reunion that never was. Also at 
7:30pm. 

[health]
Share and Care Cancer Support 
Group
5:30pm. St. Joseph Mercy, Chel-
sea. stjoeschelsea.org. Free
A support group for those 
affected by cancer and their sup-
port team. 

[theater]
First Fridays Ypsi Gala & Fund-
raiser
7pm. $35. Bona Sera Underground. 
firstfridaysypsi.com.
Live and silent auctions, live 
painting, live music, and Bona 
Sera refreshments to celebrate 
the 2016 First Fridays season. 

26 Sunday
[theater]
Open Stage
7pm. Pay-what-you-can. Pointless 
Brewery & Theatre. pointlessbrew.
com. 
A free-for-all for performers of 
all kinds in 10-15 minute spots. 
Registration required. 

CONT’D FROM 31
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Annual Bob Marley 
Birthday Party
Saturday, February 4 -  
Elks Pratt Lodge, 220 Sunset Rd. Ann Arbor

The iconic musician and activist, Robert Nesta 
“Bob” Marley, would be turning 72 this year. The 
Elks lodge in Ann Arbor honors Bob’s Birthday 
(2/6/1945) annually with a party that brings 
together an eclectic mix of fans. The party will 
be hosted by DJ Nate Frick and Jah sunny with 
special guest Dee, from Ann Arbor Reggae. 

Tickets are $5 at the door

Free Comedy Show
Saturday, February 4 - Om of Medicine 
112 South Main St. Ann Arbor

Om is hosting a comedy show for it’s members 
and guests. The show starts at 9 PM and will 
feature Dan Simon, a witty fast paced comedian 
and Steve Smargon, known in the comedy world 
as “The Bipolar Marine.” Snacks and Beverages 
will be provided. 

RSVP - info@omofmedicine.org

Washtenaw County  
NORML Meeting
Sunday February 5 - Panera Bread 
903 W. Eisenhower Pkwy. 

Join the Washtenaw County NORML chapter for 
their first meeting of 2017. A sub chapter of MI 
NORML, they represent citizens and businesses in 
spreading marijuana reform in Washtenaw County 
and beyond.

Search “Washtenaw County NORML”  
on Facebook for info

Medicated Pie Competition
Sunday, February 12 
Superior Genetics, Lansing

The Guild of Cannasseurs is hosting a bake-off in 
Lansing this month. The competition will be for 
the best medicated pie in one of three categories; 
Best Aesthetic, Best TAste by Factor of Potency 
and Best Overall Pie. The “Grand Champion” will 
take home a Magic Butter Machine. Chef Chris of 
the Guild will be doing live medicated pie making 
demos for aspiring chefs and foodies alike.  

Email guildcannaseur@gmail.com for info  

Bake Offs, Bob Marley’s 
Birthday, Comic Relief 
This Month in Cannabis

p
h

o
To

 C
r

e
d

iT
 U

e
li

 F
r

e
y

Cannabis



34    february 2017 / ecurrent.com

 bloomcityclub.com

Wish you could have an intelligent 
conversation about cannabis with a 

mature professional?   

FREE 
GIFT

for all new 
patients.

Order online or call ahead for fast pick up

734-585-0621
423 MILLER AVE, ANN ARBOR, MI 48103

10% discount 
for Veterans 
and Seniors.

Check thecalendar for Cannabis 101 classes

Specials 
everyday!

milegalize.com

Support 
MI Legalize 

2018
Donate by 

April 1!

Together 
we are 

stronger!
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Author of the Underground Railroad Colson Whitehead and 
Dominic J. Bednar(book in hand)  Book Signing @ U of M 

Susan Knepper and Kat Beck  at book Signing for 
Colson Whitehead

Megan Dirksen-Chef at Blimpy 
Burger on 304 S. Ashley St

Hannah Bauman and Mariah Van Ermen 
at Avalon Cafe and Kitchen

 Fifty First Jokes 
Comedians @ The Ark

Host Shelly 
Smith with 
sponsors 
Om of 
Medicine 
@ The Ark

photo bomb
Photos By Swani Swanigan
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road trip
Drummer boys 
Remember Nick 
Cannon’s one 
unequivocal major 
success? (Sorry 
“Wild N’ Out fans; 
it was “Drumline.”) 
The musical team 
behind the pair 
of compelling 
films created a 
brand new live 
show, DRUMLine 
Live, to bring the beats to you. This international tour 
captures the soulful style and riveting rhythms of the 
Historically Black College and University marching 
band experience. The show promises to bring huge 
energy through stomp-worthy beats. Also, check out the 
craft beer scene in Kalamazoo while you’re there.—JB

Thursday, February 23. 7:30pm. $25-45. Miller 
Auditorium, 2200 Auditorium Dr, Kalamazoo. 
 269-387-2300. millerauditorium.com.

2030 Commerce Blvd., Ann Arbor, MI 48103 | a2yoga.net | 734-216-4006
Monday Classes Teacher
9:15 – 10:30 AM  Vinyasa II  (Preferably no beginners) Sandra  
10:00 – 11:00 AM  Vinyasa I : Foundations (Great for beginners) Marty
6:00 - 7:15 PM  Heart-Centered Hatha Yoga Carter
7:15 – 8:15 PM Gentle/Restorative Yoga Natasha
7:30 - 8:45 PM  Vinyasa Carter
 Tuesday Classes Teacher
9:15  - 10:30 AM  Vinyasa Rachel P.
9:30  - 10:30 AM Hatha (All Levels) Carter
10:45 - 12:00 PM Gentle Flow Yoga Sarah
11:00 - 12:00 PM FREE Community Yoga: Onã Flow Vinyasa (DW) * Ana
6:00 - 7:00 PM  NIA Megan S.
6:00 - 7:00 PM Hatha Flow Yoga Colleen
7:15 - 8:30 PM  Vinyasa Wendy
7:15 - 8:30 PM Pre-natal Yoga: Mommy Time Lisa T.
 Wednesday Classes Teacher
9:15 - 10:30 AM  Heart - Centered Hatha Yoga Carter
9:30 - 10:30 AM Vinyasa: PrAna Vinyasa Inspired (All Levels) Ana
10:45 - 11:45 AM Yoga Fundamentals/Beginning Yoga Ouafa
11:00 - 12:00 PM NIA Ana
6:00 - 7:15 PM Vinyasa: Movement Flow Natasha
6:00 - 7:15 PM  Ashtanga: Primary Series I/Fundamentals Wendy
7:30 - 8:30 PM Hatha Flow Yoga Sarah
7:30 - 8:45 PM Hatha: YIN Inspired & Meditation Dina
 Thursday Classes Teacher
9: 00 - 10:15 AM  Gentle Yoga & Meditation Dina
9:15 - 10:30 AM Vinyasa: Classical Yoga (Preferably no beginners) Samantha
6:15 - 7:15 PM Vinyasa: Movement Flow Lisa Wu
7:15 - 8:30 PM  Vinyasa Jo  
 Friday                            Classes Teacher
9:15 - 10:30 AM  Vinyasa Wendy
9:30 - 10:45 AM Pre-natal Yoga: Mommy Time Lisa T.
12:00 - 1:00 PM Vinyasa: PrAna Vinyasa Inspired (All Levels) Sarah
5:30 - 6:30 PM  FREE Community Yoga: Onã Flow Vinyasa (DW) * Ana
 Saturday Classes Teacher
8:00 - 9:15AM FREE Community Yoga: Ashtanga Primary Series (DW) * Self Lead
9:15 - 10:30 AM Vinyasa I & II Rachel P.
11:00 - 12:15 PM Hatha: Traditional Yoga (All Levels) Natasha
  Sunday Classes Teacher
9:00 - 10:15 AM Heart - Centered Hatha Yoga Dina
9:15 - 10:15 AM Hatha: Yoga Foundations (Great for beginners) Carrie 
10:30 - 11:30 AM  NIA Megan S.
10:30 - 11:45 AM  Pre-natal Yoga: Mommy Time Dina
4:30 - 5:30 PM FREE Community NIA: NIA (DW) * Ana

Feb. 4 6:00-10:00 PM Yoga 4 Cancer and Healing 
WorkshopsWorkshops

Check the website for more information!

For the love of YOU, for 
the love of YOGA/NIA!

NEW students $20/7 Days Unlimited Trial Pass
(Washtenaw County residents, starts 1st class visit & must fill-out W² Form)

* Donations Welcome: CommUNITY Class

World Cancer Day
A2 Yoga is honoring World Cancer Day, February 4, 

with a workshop and celebration of life with Breast Cancer 
Workshop & DJ Party. This informative workshop is for 
those facing any form of cancer and all those affected by it. 

Current spoke with Breast Cancer survivor/warrior 
and A2 Yoga owner, Dina Sheldon, about her journey with 
cancer. The piece will be an online exclusive to coincide 
with World Cancer Day. —JB

Saturday, February 4. 6:30pm. $35. A2 Yoga Studio, 
2030 Commerce Rd, Ann Arbor. 734-216-4006. 
a2yoga.org.

health
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AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): Who would have 
guessed that Aquarian Charles Darwin, the pioneer-
ing theorist of evolution, had a playful streak? Once 
he placed a male flower’s pollen under a glass along 

with an unfertilized female flower to see if anything 
interesting would happen. “That’s a fool’s experiment,” 

he confessed to a colleague. “But I love fools’ experiments. 
I am always making them.” Now would be an excellent time 
for you to consider trying some fools’ experiments of your own, 
Aquarius. I bet at least one of them will turn out to be both fun 
and productive.

a substance of great value: 
phosphorus. It was the first 
time anyone had created a 
pure form of it. So in a sense, 
Brand “discovered” it. Today 
phosphorus is widely used in 
fertilizers, water treatment, steel 
production, detergents, and food 
processing. I bring this to your 
attention, my fellow Cancerian, 
because I suspect you will soon 
have a metaphorically similar ex-
perience. Your attempt to create 
a beneficial new asset will not 
generate exactly what you want-
ed, but will nevertheless yield a 
useful result.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): In the 
documentary movie Catfish, the 
directors, Henry Joost and Ariel 
Schulman, present a metaphor 
drawn from the fishing industry. 
They say that Asian suppliers 
used to put live codfish in tanks 
and send them to overseas mar-
kets. It was only upon arrival that 
the fish would be processed into 
food. But there was a problem: 
Because the cod were so slug-
gish during the long trips, their 
meat was mushy and tasteless. 
The solution? Add catfish to the 
tanks. That energized the cod 
and ultimately made them more 
flavorful. Moral of the story, ac-
cording to Joost and Schulman: 
Like the cod, humans need cat-
fish-like companions to stimulate 
them and keep them sharp. Do 
you have enough influences like 
that in your life, Leo? Now is a 
good time to make sure you do.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): The city 
of Boston allows an arts orga-
nization called Mass Poetry to 
stencil poems on sidewalks. The 
legal graffiti is done with a special 
paint that remains invisible until it 
gets wet. So if you’re a pedestrian 
trudging through the streets as it 
starts to rain, you may suddenly 
behold, emerging from the blank 
grey concrete, Langston Hughes’ 
poem “Still Here” or Fred March-
ant’s “Pear Tree In Flower.” I 
foresee a metaphorically similar 
development in your life, Virgo: 
a pleasant and educational sur-
prise arising unexpectedly out of 
the vacant blahs.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): When 
he was in the rock band Devo, 
Mark Mothersbaugh took his 
time composing and recording 
new music. From 1978 to 1984, he 
and his collaborators averaged 

ARIES (March 21-April 19): Once 
upon a time, Calvin of the Calvin 
and Hobbes comic strip made 
this bold declaration: “Happi-
ness isn’t good enough for me! 
I demand euphoria!” Given your 
current astrological aspects, Ar-
ies, I think you have every right 
to invoke that battle cry your-
self. From what I can tell, there’s 
a party underway inside your 
head. And I’m pretty sure it’s a 
healthy bash, not a decadent de-
bacle. The bliss it stirs up will be 
authentic, not contrived. The re-
lease and relief it triggers won’t 
be trivial and transitory, but will 
generate at least one long-last-
ing breakthrough.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20): The 
coming weeks will be an excel-
lent time to ask for favors. I think 
you will be exceptionally adept 
at seeking out people who can 
actually help you. Furthermore, 
those from whom you request 
help will be more receptive than 
usual. Finally, your timing is likely 
to be close to impeccable. Here’s 
a tip to aid your efforts: A new 
study suggests that people are 
more inclined to be agreeable 
to your appeals if you address 
their right ears rather than their 
left ears. (More info: tinyurl.com/
intherightear)

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): Here 
are your five words of power 
for the next few weeks, Gemini. 
1. Unscramble. Invoke this verb 
with regal confidence as you 
banish chaos and restore order. 
2. Purify. Be inspired to cleanse 
your motivations and clarify your 
intentions. 3. Reach. Act as if you 
have a mandate to stretch out, 
expand, and extend yourself to 
arrive in the right place. 4. Rol-
lick. Chant this magic word as 
you activate your drive to be 
lively, carefree, and frolicsome. 
5. Blithe. Don’t take anything too 
personally, too seriously, or too 
literally.

CANCER (June 21-July 22): The 
17th-century German alchemist 
Hennig Brand collected 1,500 
gallons of urine from beer-drink-
ers, then cooked and re-cooked 
it till it achieved the “consistency 
of honey.” Why? He thought his 
experiment would eventually 
yield large quantities of gold. It 
didn’t, of course. But along the 
way, he accidentally produced 

one album per year. But when 
Mothersbaugh started writing 
soundtracks for the weekly TV 
show Pee-Wee’s Playhouse, his 
process went into overdrive. He 
typically wrote an entire show’s 
worth of music each Wednesday 
and recorded it each Thursday. 
I suspect you have that level of 
creative verve right now, Libra. 
Use it wisely! If you’re not an 
artist, channel it into the area of 
your life that most needs to be 
refreshed or reinvented.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): Many 
vintage American songs remain 
available today because of the 
pioneering musicologist, John 
Lomax. In the first half of the 20th 
century, he traveled widely to 
track down and record obscure 
cowboy ballads, folk songs, and 
traditional African American 
tunes. “Home on the Range” was 
a prime example of his many dis-
coveries. He learned that song, 
often referred to as “the anthem 
of the American West,” from a 
black saloonkeeper in Texas. I 
suggest we make Lomax a role 
model for you Scorpios during 
the coming weeks. It’s an excel-
lent time to preserve and protect 
the parts of your past that are 
worth taking with you into the 
future.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21): 
The mountain won’t come to 
you. It will not acquire the su-
pernatural power to drag itself 
over to where you are, bend its 
craggy peak down to your level, 
and give you a free ride as it 
returns to its erect position. So 
what will you do? Moan and wail 
in frustration? Retreat into a knot 
of helpless indignation and sad-
ness? Please don’t. Instead, stop 
hoping for the mountain to do the 

impossible. Set off on a journey 
to the remote, majestic pinnacle 
with a fierce song in your de-
termined heart. Pace yourself. 
Doggedly master the art of slow, 
incremental magic.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): 
Who can run faster, a person or 
a horse? There’s evidence that 
under certain circumstances, 
a human can prevail. In June of 
every year since 1980, the Man 
Versus Horse Marathon has 
taken place in the Welsh town of 
Llanwrtyd Wells. The route of the 
race weaves 22 miles through 
marsh, bogs, and hills. On two 
occasions, a human has out-
paced all the horses. According 
to my astrological analysis, you 
Capricorns will have that level 
of animalistic power during the 
coming weeks. It may not take 
the form of foot speed, but it will 
be available as stamina, energy, 
vitality, and instinctual savvy.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): In 
Shakespeare’s play MacBeth, 
three witches brew up a spell in a 
cauldron. Among the ingredients 
they throw in there is the “eye 
of newt.” Many modern people 
assume this refers to the opti-
cal organ of a salamander, but it 
doesn’t. It’s actually an archaic 
term for “mustard seed.” When 
I told my Piscean friend John 
about this, he said, “Damn! Now 
I know why Jessica didn’t fall in 
love with me.” He was making 
a joke about how the love spell 
he’d tried hadn’t worked. Let’s 
use this as a teaching story, Pi-
sces. Could it be that one of your 
efforts failed because it lacked 
some of the correct ingredients? 
Did you perhaps have a misun-
derstanding about the elements 
you needed for a successful 
outcome? if so, correct your ap-
proach and try again.

February free will astrology
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crossword

for crossword answers,  
go to ecurrent.com

on-sIte 
transfers
Across
1. “The Sandman” author 
Neil
7. Unreadable paper
10. Surprise party command
14. Yale nickname
15. Middle East commodity
16. Days gone by
17. Star chart
18. Cologne for those just 
starting law school?
20. Design on an eagle’s 
gripper?
22. “___ I’m saying is ...”
23. The Mormons, briefly
24. Kind of orange
28. Grunts, for short
29. He took the red pill
30. “The cops!”
32. Traveling bag
33. Ground
35. Halloween purchases
36. Wishing Evita and Juan 
were still in power?
39. Twitter’s CEO Dorsey
40. One always picking 
things up
41. Unreturned serve
42. Pale lager from 
Milwaukee, briefly
43. Planetoid
44. Chess player nicknamed 
“The Magician From Riga”
47. Barcelona superstar 
Lionel
49. Close bud
50. Author Sarah ___ 
Jewett
51. Guide for how to be like 
Charlton?
55. “And now for the next 
one” ... and an alternate title 
for this puzzle
58. On the hook
59. Plowing team
60. It might be sprayed on
61. Ford of fashion
62. Piece of memory
63. Place for a rooter
64. Put down, slangily

Down
1. Skip the date
2. High-pH compound
3. Pastoral poems
4. Letters in the office
5. Jackson of country
6. Jewelry in a cup
7. Plant parts
8. Isn’t wrong?
9. TV show with a finger 
L in its logo
10. Choir pieces
11. “Money’s coming,” for 
short
12. RX writers
13. Faux-shocked cry
19. ___ Hubbard
21. Decorated
25. Equal to
26. Tour itinerary
27. “Rogue One” extras, 
briefly
29. Metroid platform
30. “The Larry Sanders 
Show” co-star
31. Not on the roster
33. “Gotta do better than 
that”
34. Muslim official
35. General Tso’s pan
36. Ren Faire club
37. Slays, slangily
38. Messy cookout item
39. Breakfast spread
42. Outward appearance
44. “Survivor” gangs
45. Shaker V.I.P.
46. Folklore tale
48. Spruce up a spat
49. Pretty, like a lass
50. Roundish figures
52. Some noncoms: Abbr.
53. Exactly
54. Supposedly legit 
Roman numeral 4
55. Violent crowd
56. Big name in acne 
medication
57. Rex checker
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PAYMENT  Payment must be received 
before an ad can be placed. We accept 
checks, cash, money orders, and credit 
cards (MasterCard, American Express, or 
Visa) Sorry, no refunds. Misprint results 
in credit toward next ad.

FREE CLASSIFIED ADS  One (1) free 
20-word classified ad per issue. Free ads 
include noncommercial concerns, free 
services, products being sold for less than 
$150.

Line Classifieds  $20 for 20 words or 
less. 40¢ per each additional word.

Box Classifieds  $25 per column inch. One  
column = 1.4519"

Photos can be placed in box or line ads for 
an additional $5 per photo. 

DEADLINES   Ad copy must be received 
at NOON on the 15th of the month 
prior to publication.

CONTACT INFORMATION
Mail: Current Classifieds. 1120 Adams Street, 
Toledo, Ohio 43604.
Phone: 419-244-9859. 
Fax: 419-244-9871. 
Email to:  
classifieds@adamsstreet 
publishing.com

classifieds
for sale 

14 K medium sized ladies ring for 
sale. Made in 1940’s. Center white dia-
mond plus 12 diamonds. 419-699-3398

safe step WalK-in tub alert 
for seniors. Bathroom falls can be 
fatal. Approved by Arthritis Foundation. 
Therapeutic Jets. Less Than 4 Inch Step-In. 
Wide Door. Anti-Slip Floors. American Made. 
Installation Included. Call 1-800-906-3115 
for $750 Off

services 
massage: Walk-in appointments avail-
able. Free parking. Make some time for 
yourself! Come in stressed leave refreshed. 
RelaxStation. 734-623-1951 

got Knee pain? bacK pain? 
shoulder pain? Get a pain-relieving 
brace -little or NO cost to you. Medicare 
Patients Call Health Hotline Now! 1- 800-
419-3684

for sale Building 
Materials

metal roofing- A real roof for your 
house, garage, barn. Roof, ceiling, siding. 
Closeout deals. Low prices. Fast delivery. 
slateroadsupply.com 717 445-5222

events 
giVe blood - saVe liVes! #ChooseYourDay 
to donate blood. Call 1-800-448-2543 or go to 
RedCrossBlood.org. Appointments preferred. 
Walk-ins welcome.

Business 
opportunity

driVe With uber. No experience is 
required, but you’ll need a Smartphone. It’s 
fun and easy. For more information, call: 
1-800-354-4313

Help Wanted
massage therapist: Currently hiring 
therapists to work at RelaxStation in down-
town Ann Arbor to accommodate our already 
established clientele. Free parking, flexible 
hours, great team! 734-623-1951 

giVe hope. become a foster parent. 
Attend a free training today to learn more! 
For more information: www.judsoncenter.org 
or 313-255-8272. 

education
are your children interested in 
astronomy? Do they like observing the 
moon, planets and stars? GO TO:  
www.youngastronomer.org

announceMents
a place for mom. The nation’s largest 
senior living referral service. Contact our 
trusted, local experts today! Our service is 
FREE/no obligation. CALL 1-800-880-1686

social security disability benefits. 
Unable to work? Denied benefits? We Can 
Help! WIN or Pay Nothing! Contact Bill Gordon 
& Associates at 1-800-208-6915 to start your 
application today!

lung cancer? And 60 Years Old? If So, 
You and Your Family May Be Entitled To A 
Significant Cash Award. Call 800-897-7205 To 
Learn More. No Risk. No Money Out of Pocket.

spectrum triple play tV, Internet & 
Voice for $29.99 ea. 60 MB per second speed. 
No contract or commitment. We buy your 
existing contract up to $500! 1-800-806-5909

stop oVerpaying for your prescrip-
tions! SAVE! Call our licensed Canadian and 
International pharmacy, compare prices and 
get $25.00 OFF your first prescription! CALL 
1-800-254-4073 Promo Code CDC201625

autos Wanted
cars/trucKs Wanted!!! All Makes/
Models 2002-2016! Any Condition. Running 
or Not. Competitive Offer! Free Towing! We’re 
Nationwide! Call Now: 1-888-368-1016

lots & acreage
lender ordered sale! Catskill Mtn 
Farm Land! 39 acres-$84,900 (cash price) 
Incredible valley views, fields, woods, spring, 
stonewalls! Twn rd, utilities! Terms are avail! 
888-738-6994 NewYorkLandandLakes.com

call catHerine 
 at 734.668.4044 to sell your stuff!

B & P 
 Painting Company 

Decorate your interior with us!! 

BandPPainting.co
734.572.8557 

Ann Arbor

services 

We are noW Hiring 
Outside Sales Rep
You know Ann Arbor. You’re hungry to join a growing, fast-paced and fun team. You have sales experience 
(and if not, you’re such a great communicator that you seem to create meaningful relationships with nearly 
everyone). You’re reliable and accessible. You’re open to accepting constructive feedback and finding a 
rhythm. For you, there’s no such thing as a tough sell. A valid driver’s license and reliable transportation. 
EMAIL mjacobs@ecurrent.com

MUSIC  I  ART  I  CULTURE



 

www

PURCHASE: Mon-Fri 9am-7pm | Sat 9am-6pm | Sunday 11am-5pm
DONATE: Mon-Fri 10am-6pm | Sat 10am-5pm | Sunday 12pm-4pm
FIND US: 2280 S. Industrial Hwy | 734.996.9155 | a2ptothriftshop.org

THANK YOU!
to the generous local community. Donors, shoppers 
 and promoters all supported our funding to the Ann 

Arbor Public Schools this year!

www.a2ptothriftshop.org

HELP US GROW 
OUR SUPPORT IN 2017!

WE DISTRIBUTED OVER 

 $317,000
to AAPS & its PTOs in 2016

Best of Washtenaw
Best of Washtenaw

2284A S. Industrial Hwy

voted
Best 

Thrift
Store!LOOK FOR 

OUR NEW 
SIGN!

 

SHOP& 
SUPPORT  

AAPS 
KIDS!  
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